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FICTION 
ONE TO SHOW - AND MORE 
September 23 
Fletcher, Inglis RALEIGH'S EDEN Bobbs-—Merrill 


* A long, full, historical novel of North Carolina, preceding and during the 
Revolution, with enough splash in the pattern to commend it even to those a bit sated 
with the too generous products of recent years. Filled with pictures of the gracious 
life combining with the new country's ways, the problem of the non-ruling classes, 
national and regional struggles, racy figures from Flora MacDonald to pirates to slav- 
ers, there is enough here to provide almost every kind of reading, adventure, romance, 
history, politics, economics, and personal emotional tangles. The main thread follows 
the life of Adam Rutledge, his invalided and destructive wife, and Mary, the woman he 
loves. How Adam, tied to his land and attempting to escape political actiao, is drawn 
in and becomes one of the Albermarle Iron Men to protect his fellow farmers. How also, 
after banishment from the colony, he travels westward and concerns himself with the 
problems of the nation about to be born. And how, finally, after Mary's husband is 
hanged for treason, and his own wiflie dies, he and Mary are free to start a new life to- 
gether after Cornwailis' surrender. A big book, but holding throughout, and an answer- 
all for many tastes. $2.75 


Pick and Choose 


A first novel by Parr Cooper, NOT AT HOME (Morrow) is clever social comedy; WNevil 
Shute 's LANDFALL (Morrow) makes capital of England at war; Marian Sims’ THE CITY ON 
THE HILL (Lippincott) ts a modern, lively story of a backward town and a forward young 
couple; wargery Sharp's THE STONE OF CHASTITY (Little Brown) is genteel fantasy which 
will attract on her name; and Isabel Scott Rorick’s MR. AND MRS. CUGAT offers some gay, 
Light moments. Accent on women, but these should sell some and rent more. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


August 22 





Chapin, Henry WEST WALKING YANKEE Howell, Soskin 











A rugged, vigorous narrative poem, in blank verse, of the American fron- 
tier - from early Elizabethan days to the death of the pioneering era when the discov- 
ery of gold at Sutter's mill brought down the curtain on wes tard exploration. Here 
are "those of lonely vision searching out the vast unknown," the Scotts, who for three 
generations traveled westward from Massachusetts to Ohio to California. In the mold 
of John Brown's Body, etc., a lusty saga in the American tradition. But is there a 
market for this type of thing? "It ought to sell - but it's hard sledding," $2.50 
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August 29 


Ross, Nancy Wilson TAKE THE LIGHTNING Harcourt, Brace 


Here in new and fancy Freudian frippery is the old menage a trots. The au- 
thor has attempted a very serious, very subjective, story of three people, in all 

their moods and unfathomable depths, but throughout overworks the psyche - the subcon- 
scious. There is the psychiatrist-professor who puts preaching into practice when he 
marries a very storm-struck young woman, haunted vaguely by an Oedipus complex and 
specifically by Stephen, her former lover. She turns to her husband for succor, and 
uses him as a paternalistic prop, until Stephen reappears only too physically. Set 

in a small mid-western college town, the professorial clique is neatly delineated, and 
the various social-metaphysical arguments which arise keenly handled. But on the whole, 
this is rather overdone prose psychoanalysis, ardent soul-striving with an oversimpli- 


fied finish. $2.50 


September 10 


Masefield, John BASILISSA: A Tale of the Empress Theodora Macmillan 


An idealized and purified version of the early life of Theodora, the cour- 
tesan who was to play such an influential role in sixth century Byzantium. The story 
tells of the period when she travelled to Byzantium via Antioch with a ballet, and of 
when she first captured the interest of young Justinian who was to lean on her advice 
during the years of the bitter struggle between the Greens and the Blues. How she in-~ 
veigled him into running for consul, saved his life, ... helped him achieve the coup 
d'etat which gave the Blues control, and eventually was accepted as his bride. Trans- 
lated into terms of English characters for a colloquial feel, this picture of Theodora 
doesn't jibe with the more accepted versions. There is almost an Horatio Alger tone to 
his presentation of a Theodora who is more than upright, unspotted and scrupulous, 
though the pictures of sixth century life have a four-dimensional quality. $2.50 


September 186 


Hunter, Reginald PORLOCK Caxton 


Subtitled "A portrait", this is exactly that - a character sketch ina 
quiet, grave, drily amused English manner. Porlock is an eccentric; - awkward,em- 
barrassed, dumpy, with one outstanding trait, a constant, agitating fear. Here is 
his life in Greenwich Village among odd circles, in company with Hunter and his 
friends, as he catches work here and there and eludes the fairer sex which terrifies 
him. A specialty item, but nicely done, with a certain insight and affection. $2.00 


Root, Corwin AN AMERICAN, SIR Dutton 


A moderately colorful, moderately satisfactory tale built around’ the War 
of 1812 when the country was divided by British leanings, subterranean plots, and 
patriotism at low ebb. Jeremy peabody, son of a wealthy Boston family, having made 
a fiasco of his life at home, runs away to New York, boards a privateer, and lands in 
the thick of the war and a succession of hot-water episodes. Taken prisoner by the 
British he escapes, only to be captured by Americans who doubt his nationality until 
he finally gets a chance to fight with his own countrymen and is reprieved by General 
Jackson. Change-ringing on an old pattern. $2.50 
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September 18 


Waite, Phyllis JOURNEY INTO LOVE Carlton House 
(Random House) 


Tidily handled realistic-romance, of a self-reliant white collar girl who 
marries proud but penniless Julian Darton, brought up in the horse and hounds tradi- 
tion. There are many adjustments to make, with Julian's superiority, pride, intoler- 
ance, and his over-devotion to his mounts. Both rather unyielding, there's a split 
when Julian lays down the law unreasonably, and the eventual reunion. Well trimmed, 
in the better rental manner. $2.00 


September 20 
Day, Lillian THE YOUNGEST PROFESSION Doubleday, Doran 


* Meet Jane Lyons, 1940 stand-in for Babs: Sub-Deb, an exuberant and engag- 
ing fifteen, and "carnivorously" cinema-crazy. She and her chum, Barb, are members 

of the youngest profession, the film fans. They live (but don't eat) Hollywood, send 
flowers, sonnets and advice gratis to their "grand passions", organize clubs and ser- 
vices, relentlessly stalk the stars for autographs, adulate without reservation, and 
swear by a "stack of Photoplays". Jane, for all her babble, is bright and manages to 
annoy and intrigue quite a number of celebrities ~- and as a sideline carefully messes 
up her Aunt Helen's love life. This has some very, silly, gay moments and Jane with all 
her would~be-sophisticated malapropisms, her triumphs and humiliations, her single- 
minded pursuit of celluloid idols, is very nice. $2.00 


September 23 
Kaus, Gina MELANIE Modern Age 


A difficult book to place, a semi-psychological story of two people, neither 
sufficiently attractive to arouse any particular reaction, all with a distinct foreign 
flavor. Albert, a young student, is an indistinct, indecisive young man who becomes 
enveloped by Melanie, a widow several years older who is motivated by a desire for 
power only. Hysterical, unbalanced, she cries havoc on every occasion, fabricating 
suspicions and jealousies, feigning suicides, until finally he abets one of her suici- 
dal attempts by increasing the dose. Haunted by the crime, he finally clears his con- 
science and a way to a happier life with Anna, his secretary. $2.50 


Barretto, Larry JOURNEY THROUGH TIME Farrar & Rinehart 


There's a flavor of The Plutocrat in this novel of an uppercrust family, 
in moderate circumstances, going to the Riviera and forcing themselves to dance at- 
tendance on some oil magnates in search of culture. All this for the sake of (a) a 
job for the youngest son, whose nerve has been broken by a motor accident; (b) a boot 
strap to New York's inner circle for the oil magnate's daughter. On the side, said 
son and daughter plot their own schemes; the lad falls in love with an ultra-modern 
young French-American, discovers another side of life and grows up over night, when 
the war breaks. In the process, flashbacks give the story of each parent, and previ-~ 
ous adventures in romance in the France of long ago - and they find that marriage has 


given them something they had not appreciated. Loosely constructed - fairly readable 
tale. $2.50 


Fante, John DAGO RED Viking 


A group of sketches, rather than short stories, by the author of Wart Un- 
ttl Spring, Bandini. Fante to me captures the lusty, violent, warmhearted, passion- 
ate spirit of his Italian-American compatriots far better than any writer. There's 
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none of the turgidity, the sensationalism, the "instinctual grunts” of di Donato. Here 
is one family, almost certainly Fante's - the arrogant, swaggering male father; the 
worn gentle mother who cries about everything concerning God and her children; and the 
boys, good-bad roughnecks at the parochial school, at communion, at home. And unier- 
neath it all one senses Fante's deep affection, which includes a certain humorous tol- 


erance, for these simple, fervent, hot-tempered people. With decorations by Valenti 
Angelo. $2.50 


September 24 
Diver, Maud SYLVIA LYNDON: A Wovel of England Houghton, Mifflin 


She dates unforgivably, it seems. Here is a novel of England, virtually 
unaware of hovering shadows, although the period is fairly recent. The characters are 
for the most part new, though some of her old characters are background figures. The 
story itself centers around a spinster (she acts 56, looks 36, is 46) who is dissatis- 
fied with her lot, and plays with the idea of getting a country home and adopting a 
small boy who needs a parent. Her doctor hasn't taken time out to realize that he is 
most appropriately in love with her, and he prescribes country drives with a gentle- 
man chauffeur, a foster son, so much younger that he - and everyone else - is shocked 
when the two fall madly in love, and marry. The marriage works, for about a year, then 





Splits on the rock of age and ambition ~ and the doctor comes into his own. $2.50 
September 2 uf 

Cooper, Parr NOT AT HOME Morrow 

* Shrewd, social comedy, as a small circle of army wives, husbands, and attach- 


ments are brought into view in their circumscribed life of a British army station in 
India. Ina tart, gently acidulous, but consistently amusing manner Parr Cooper takes 
them apart and puts them together again. There is Mary, nineteen and just married, im- 
mature and susceptible with somewhat romantic notions which her painfully average, pain- 
fully military husband has not satisfied. There is Veronica, the sophisticate, and the 
wisest of the lot. There is the unmarried bait, Prunella with her girl guide outlook, 
and Valerie, a seductive if vain chit. Here they all are - carping, prying ~ vying with 
each other, on a small scale. Alternately human, pathetic, and uncomfortably genuine. 

A woman's book which is bright and astringent. $2.50 


Shute, Nevil LANDFALL e Morrow 


Shute once again making hay while the bombs fall in a story of topical ter- 
ror, war over England. And, slim as it is, the result is smoothly manoeuvred and ex- 
citing reading. The book should carry partly on his name, partly on its timeliness. 
The story is that of Jerry Chambers, clean cut R.A.F. pilot, a pink faced, unimagina- 
tive, but thoroughly personable young man. How Jerry, on a patrol, bombs and sinks a 
submarine which is thought to be British - and faces the stigma thereof. He falls in 
love with a young barmaid Mona, is transferred to another unit where he tests a danger- 
ous bombing device, is critically injured, and recovers to find himself cleared of the 
sub sinking due to Mona's efforts. A superficial book, but exciting reading of war on - 








land and in the air. Is a reluctant public ready for it? $2.50 
October ?? 
Cottrell, Dorothy WILDERNESS ORPHAN Messner 


A short, slight tale of a kangaroo's babyhood and growth and experiences in 
the world of men ~- which is a nice animal story with a good feel of the country. Chut 
is adopted and raised by a young couple who, when money gets tight, sell him to a show- 
man whom he hates. He finally escapes, but news of his viciousness is circulated and 
he is pursued until he finally returns to his own kind. Plus juvenile sale. Litho- 


graphs by Heward Simon. oe ' if $1.50 
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October #? 
Derleth, August BRIGHT JOURNEY Scribner 


The third in Derleth's "Sac Prairie Saga", and once again a regional-his- 
torical meld with background material painstakingly dug out and worked in. This book 
tells of Hercules Dousman, a fur trader, who becomes the partner of Rolette, an agent 
of Astor's, and who falls in love with Rolette's pretty French wife. out of loyalty 
to his partner he keeps his love well in hand, and most of the book deals with his fur 
trading activities among the Indians who are quick to flare up. He makes considerable 
money, a brief and unsatisfactory marriage, and finally after eighteen years marries 
his true love at his partner's death. I find Derleth consistently and carefully reli- 
able, but equally laborious. I doubt if there is sufficient vitality in the tale to 


carry it beyond regional lines, Wisconsin and vicinity $2.50 
October 2 
Dinwoodie, Hepburn ALL THE WORLD AND I Little, Brown 


A good picture of Labrador and its people, the grim life of the north, as 
a background for the story of Alec, his love for the country, his family, and the girl, 
Flora. When the war takes his brother and best friends, Alec holds to his decision to 
stay at home, keep the family out of debt by fishing and trapping, and consequently 
loses Flora to the "outside". She returns to inveigle him into coming "out", but an 
accident which brings added family responsibilities determines him to stay in Labrador. 


Rather limited in appeal, but authentically handled. $2.50 
Storm, Hans Otto COUNT TEN Longmans, Green 
* Storm has already been critically acknowledged as an extremely accomplished 


novelist, and this is his biggest book to date, but I still think that its reception 
will be greater from the press than the public. This is a long, searching story of a 
man in quest for a pattern of living, a quest which covers strange scenes and rather 
strange people. Eric, intent on preserving his independence of thought and spirit, is 
interned during the war as a pacifist. After the war he leaves a safe but stultifly- 
ing job to do manual labor as a pile raiser. A labor riot occurs and Eric drifts down 
to Mexico where he marries zen Ingian girl. At her death he once again pulls off to ac- 
company a romantic-eccentric wandering in the South Seas. This leads him to a lucra- 
tive job, but hating the specious web of capitalistic big business, he resigns once 
again and goes to live in California, where in marriage to Aleen, he achieves a certain 
sOlidarity removed from a rottenly run society. A book which in content is not essen- 
tially popular, and Storm's oblique, economic, cryptic manner is an artistic - rather 
than a commercial asset. Nonetheless, an interesting book, provocative and pungent, 
for the discerning. $2. 50 


' 
' 


Sims, marian THE CITY ON THE HILL lof 23 Lippincott 


A recoup, for marian Sims, after a slight second novel, this progressive, 
congenial and live story of a typical southern town, and two modern-minded young peo~ 
ple. The town is a backwash of professional Christians and reactionaries who have nev- 
er bothered to face the political graft, crime-festering slums, and bigoted injustice 
which are rampant. Tom, city solicitor, breaks away from his self-righteous father to 
crusade, loses his fight to abolish bootlegging but scores and cleans up the police de- 
partment. And there is Jean, his secretary, whose candor and generosity and refusal to 
bargain with herself finally wins him. An alert, liberal tone for a story which takes 
up common problems and common ills. Rentals - and some sales. $2.50 
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Sharp, Margery THE STONE OF CHASTITY Little, Brown 
Marjorie Sharp still stepping downward, with a jejune little piece, whimsy 
and drollery half and half, mostly half. The novel is one of those ideas with potenti- 
alities, but it wears quite thin. It concerns the Pounces as they summer in the small 
village of Gillenham, where Professor Pounce decides to do a piece or research on the 
stone of chastity located in a brook there. The stone reveals the virtue, or lack of 
virtue, of any woman who steps on it. The town becomes incensed when the Professor re- 
veals his intention "not only to kiss and tell, but seduce and publish". The presence 
of Carmen, a model who poses in the nude and seduces a townsman, doesn't help much but 
it all comes out nicely proving that "honni soit qui mal y pense". In Marjorie Sharp's 


leisurely manner, with a nice touch here and there - but altogether 
$2.50 


October ¢ DY ' 


Norris, Helen SOMETHING MORE THAN EARTH Little, Brown 


gently humorous, 
pretty scant. 


A strange story, with a little of the quality of Ethan Frome, but lacking the 
artistry thereof, portraying a household of brooding hatred and jealousy, deepseated 
inhibitions, and inarticulate love. Sara, at thirty-five, marries a boy much younger 
to evade sterile spinsterdom - the bait, her cotton land, rich and beautiful. The de- 
preciation of cotton makes her dowry an empty one, and mistrust and guilt separate them 
still further. What little contentment they eventually reach, through a child, is 
shattered by Sara's brother and arrogant sister-in-law, who resent her heritage - the 
land. The loss of their child, and the husband's brief love for another girl, brings 
further torment to both until finally, all passion spent, they are reconciled. Not im- 
portant, but engrossing in the reading. $2.00 





October 4 
Greig, Maysie RICH TWIN, POOR TWIN Doubleday, Doran 


Orphaned twins, one brought up in wealth, the other left to plod her way, 
come to grips when men come into their life, a young politico and his opponent. But 
after quite a merry-go-round the hardworking, virtuous mary beats her spoiled sister 
to the gun. Transparent as cellophane and just as annoying - and love will make it so - 
and the good patient Griselda will always get her man and everything is bound to come 
out all right if you read Greig long enough - and personally we think it's Mary Baker 


Eddy in disguise. $2.00 
it 
ee 


Corey, Paul THE ROAD RETURNS Bobbs-=Merrill 


A sequel to Three Miles Square, this story of Iowa farm life and the for- 
tunes of the mantz family over a seven year span, 1917-1923. All the problems of these 
years are worked in, the hysteria of Hun-hating, the rocketing of crop prices and over— 
expansion of farms, real estate bubbles, Prohibition, and the post-war deflation. The 
surface story is that of the widowed Mrs. Mantz struggling to provide for and educate 
her sons —- of Andrew, the architect, Wolmar, who tries’ to break away from the farm, and 
Qtto who loves the land. A composite picture of people held by the land and molded by 
it, of the goldfish bowl existence of community living which brings invidious gossip, 


etc. in its wake. Sturdy, somewhat pedestrian, but with an authentic 
$2.50 





local scandals, 
feel. 
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October Q 





Tomasi, Mari DEEP GROW THE ROOTS Lippincott 
Reported originally on page 259 of the June 15th bulletin as follows: "4 
story of Northern Italy, and of a young peasant who has labored long in order to become 
his own master, with his own plot of ground. He has a quaint wit, a homely turn of 
phrase, and a sound philosophy. He falls in love with the priest's ward, and is per- 
suaded, by his love for her, to find a way of escape conscription in the Ethiopian war. 
Even at the close, when his purpose is achieved at the cost of life, he dies with a 


sense of the people and the country, of an Italy that we may not see again. Nice | 
feel." $82.00 uw 


Savile, Venetia THEY COME AND THEY GO Morrow 





k A pleasant, likable, somewhat pre-war story of those taking the cure at 

Ky Silberhof, in Southern Germany, and the interrelation of their lives while there with 
4 some lasting effects. There's the romance of very young Toni and Alister against the 
pattern of the regime and personnel of the health center, the patients, and various 

and sundry lives, problems, and troubles. Despite her youth, and other affiliations, 
Alister realizes he loves Toni and the romance comes off opportunely.. A nice story, 
successfully framed against the medical and emotional disturbances of the health cen- 


ter. For superior rentals - occasional sales. $2.50 
October 14 
Sugrue, Thomas SUCH IS THE KINGDOM Henry Holt 


Take Qur Town and How Green Was My Valley; set the story in a more or less 
current industrial town in Connecticut, not far from Waterbury; make the characters 
Irish-Americans, warm-hearted, impulsive, with tears and laughter closely linked and 
with a sensitiveness to beauty and a rough and ready manner of meeting life; then tone 
down some of the realism, so that it is just edged enough to be modern, and just care- 
ful enough to escape censure; make some of the characters sympathetic and some of the 
others a trifle saccharine - and you have Such Is The Kingdom. It does not quite come 
to grips with its story - but the pattern of the lives is vivid. There is a tendency 
to shy clear of social implications or economic problems, seemingly inevitable, and 
this weakens its fibre. But it has a nostalgic quality that endears it to many read- 
ers, and Thomas Sugrue is worth watching. $2.50 





Burt, xatharine Newlin NO SURRENDER 16] 2 ) Macrae Smith 


Tempestuous little tale of a firebrand, Cathy, and the wealthy Galts, with 
whom she had been brought up. How Cathy, unintentionally, brings tragedy to all the 
Galts save Jed, whom she had hated since girlhood; and how, after a long tug-of-war be- 


tween Cathy and Jed, they both "surrender". Rental stormy petrel. $2.00 
October 15 
| Rorick, Isabel Scott MR. AND MRS. CUGAT Houghton, Mifflin 


; . Froth, but quite entrancing, these lighthearted episodes of a married cou- 
: ple. Mr. Cugat, a bank officer, tends to be pretty correct but slips badly - and mad- 
; ly - then and now. Mrs. Cugat is troubled with her check book, her imagination, and 
© her inability to keep her fingers out of other people's affairs. Mr. Cugat tripping 
up over an old flame, and getting into an hilarious jam; Mrs. Cugat and higher finance; 
Mrs. Cugat's tongue running away with her on the arrival of a visiting lecturer, but 
backed up - unexpectedly - by her husband:- it all fizzles and fiascos in a very nice 
way. Adventures in the lives of a happily married pair. Entertaining and more. $2.00 
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October 18 


Farnol, Jeffery A MATTER OF BUSINESS And Other Storves Doubleday, Doran 
Thirty pieces of story telling for the conservative reader wherein bad man 

makes good, man outside the law helps unfortunates, lovely ladies are saved from horren- 

dous terrors, fair damsels get their man, animals and things of nature keep people on. 

the right path, goodness triumphs, romance seeks adventure and humble souls give all 

for those they respect. The period stretches over a wide span, from 18th century to 

the present, but the usual Farnol vein prevails - sentimental, moral, dramatic. $2.00 


Greene, Ward ROUTE 28 Doubleday, Doran 
Route 28 takes you to Madison, new Jersey, and beyond — and there the city 

people escape the tension of the city, the feel of a world gone awry. Faith sells 

farms to those who want them, hoping always for one real dirt farmer who buys because 

he loves the soil - and not because he doesn't love the city streets. He gets drunk 

often - he helps his neighbors even more often. The week-end of the Fourth brings 

many things to a climax among the "natives" of whose lives the city people know nothing. 

Selena leaves a jealous husband and goes off to a roadside place with farmer Joe, who 

wants to lead a life all his own - and the jealous husband is about to shoot up the 

two ofthemkilks himself when Faith intervenes, to prevent miscarriage of justice. 

Faith has learned that the woman he loves lacks the courage to take that love, so in- 

stead of molding his own life to his wishes, he sends young Joe off to security, taking 

Selena with him. Kaleidoscopic in presentation and vigor in telling redeems this from 

the commonplace. Some of it is of the Caldwell brand of earth - earthy; there is a 


touch of Steinbeck tenderness - but somehow it doesn't quite come off. $2.00 
October 22 
Ruck, Berta HE LEARNED ABOUT WOMEN Dodd, Mead 


In Berta Ruck's bijou manner, a sentimental education, Peter approaches 
love first hand ~- and on the side, second hand through his chum. There's a seductive —- 
protective young widow; there's a gold-grabber, who eventually reforms to marry a school- 
teacher; there's a determined young lady who brings Tony to heel; and there's the aver- 
sion of childhood turned into love at first adult sight. Fluff stuff. $2.00 


October 23 


Lorimer, Graeme & Sarah FIRST LOVE, FAREWELL Little, Brown 


Maudie is 18 plus, and intent on the "boy meet -—-‘and keep —- girl" motive. 
She has her adventures, with the love of her youth, with faithful Davy getting out of 
line, with Bermuda offering its lure of romance, with the Sunday School superintendent 
who delivers her into the hands of a class of twelve year olds, there is a famous ex- 
plorer ~ and so on and on. Here's Maudie growing up, still irrepressibly managing 
other people's lives. The chatter is still young - funny in its own way; Maudie is 
still the gamine. Pleasant is the word for Maudie. $2.00 


Jamieson, Leland HIGH FRONTIER Morrow 


Fast action tale, with plenty doing, on and off the ground. The author of 
y Attack writes a story of aviation in its infancy, twenty years ago. Steve, young, ag- 
gressive, finds his father's budding airline pretty much of a hurdle, with the problem 
of a terrific burden of a debt, a recalcitrant bank, an insubordinate set of pilots, 
who balk at instrument flying, and a firebrand of a secretary. There's a risky route, 
there's plenty of danger in ice, in fog, in bad equipment and dangerous landing fields. 
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Steve pulls the pilots into line, gets at the root of the difficulties, saves the firm 

and wins the girl. Men's story - for rentals chiefly. $2.50 
October 23 

Howard, Re Ruth GREEN ENTRY Morrow 

x Not another jattonal Velvet, but the first sure-fire runner up since that 


appeared. There's enthusiasm and excitement and warmth in the telling. There are nice 
people, - Michael and Joan Stuart and Joan's son, Alan, aged eleven, and on edge with 
antagonism towards his stepfather. The Stuarts take in the horse show circuit in Cal- 
ifornia, starting with Santa Rosita. The story is episodic, with little central plot, 
but its grand going. There are the various classes, horses, highstrung, made more ner- 
vous by strange rings, strange travel; there's Alan's eagerness to get into the ring; 
there's his acquisition of a dog; there's Joan's summons home; there's Michael and Alan 
pulling together to win a pair class. The show scenes are absorbing - the three central 
characters first rate company. [t's not as amusing as National Velvet. It may be un- 
important. But it is grand entertainment - and we need plenty of just that. $2.50 


Cereber 324 a]at 
McIntire, Marguerite HEAVEN'S DOORYARD Farrar & Rinehart 


A somewhat naive story, written with a certain zest in the telling and a 
real sense of the countryside that keeps it from being banal. Again a story of a hill- 
top farm in Maine, a hundred years ago ~ with Quaker Jonathan, who could use his fists 
at need, and hot-headed Peleg, who was still fighting the Revolution in spirit, both 
determined to find and keep the homestead they had planned for, no matter what the 
crafty lawyer neighbor had to say to the contrary. This is the story of that battle - 
and of the romance that grew out of it. $2.50 


A Good Crop of Thrillers 


‘Published 
Hull, Richard MY OWN MURDERER Messner 
° | Richard Huil outdoes himself in a suave, savage tour de force, brilliantly 


executed, outstripping The Murder of My Aunt, which hitherto held the laurels in its 
class. This is the story of two people, a soft, spoiled sponger, who murders his but- 
ler when the latter turns blackmailer, and the narrator, the lawyer to whom he turns 
for aid. The lawyer lets him use his apartment as a hideout, engineers his escape - 
and the escape turns into murder. 'Nough said - read it yourself. Cold, ironic, witty - 


and a clever job. $2.00 
September 1% 
Hogarth, Emmett THE GOOSE IS COOKED Simon & Schuster 


yethal electricity for two deaders and young storm center Peter harried 
about by three females. Electrical knowledge solves the how, but who and why work out 
differently, with the help of a character-tailored detective. Good pace, some good dia~ 
log, and entertaining enough as such things go. $2.00 
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September 3 


Saxby, Charles DEATH JOINS THE WOMAN'S CLUB Dutton i 





Death hits a small California town of lungers and pseudo-artists, when the 
poet-author of a pageant at the woman's club is killed - and the painter-artist of the 
leading lady follows suit. odd medley of would-be artists, tuberculars, old Spanish 
aristocrats, pouter pigeon local club women, all evading Mike Briscoe, local chief of 
police. Tough talk and tough solution - definitely hitting below the belt. So -so. 

$2.00 


September 6 
Rawson, Clayton TEE HEADLESS LADY Putnam 


More about werlini, this time enmeshed in trouble in a traveling circus. 
Merlini starts off with a forced sale of headless lady illusion, and gets plenty of 
tangled threads to unravel. He eventually lands in jail, accused of the murders and 
of other strange happenings at the circus. Whirligig, well added with various kinds 
of professional slang-a good time passer. $2.00 


September 25 


Morton, Anthony BLUE MASK VICTORIOUS Lippincott 


* Each time Blue Mask appears on the horizon I expect to be disillusioned - | 
to find Anthony Morton becoming tedious and repetitive (there was a time when it 
looked as though I might be right). No, for three successive stories, Blue Mask has 
been exciting, original and guaranteeing never a dull moment. He adroitly resets his 
stage, reintroduces his characters, and proceeds to make his modern Raffles an engag- 
ing purveyor of crime for a good cause. Once again he helps the police. Once again 
he escapes an almost hopelessly entangled net, some of his own contriving. This time 
the war looms in the background - and international spies do their stuff. $2.00 





October 799 // 
Langham, James R. SING A SONG OF HOMICIDE Simon & Schuster 


* Fireworks, fast foot and think work to entertain mystery fans. Sammy 
Abbott, special investigator for the District Attorney of Santa Monica, goes in for 

some plain and fancy wool—pulling-over-eyes to protect himself in the murder of a cad- 
dish blackmailer. Suspected by his co-worker, the lieutenant, he manufactures evidence, 
lines up a case against the police commissioner, and manages to keep himself in the 


clear. Merry-go-round all done by mirrors. $2.00 
October 4 

Trace, John TRIGGER VENGEANCE Doubleday, Doran 

* A high light among Westerns, getting out of the rut of routine heroes, 


though the story conforms to routine formula. Young Doctor Carey comes West to help wy 
out an ageing doctor, works against tremendous odds of poverty among the good, hard- 
working people, kept in debt by a scheming merchant. Doctor Carey wins respect of 
rich and poor, and outlaws too, and proves the ultimate stumbling block by which the 
power-loving merchant and his henchmen meet ignoble defeat. Good. $2.00 














August 15, 1940 Fiction - 386 - 


October 7 


Chandler, Raymond | FAREWELL MY LOVELY Knopf 


* Young tornado of a tale in which Philip Marlowe, private detective, witnes- 
ses the killing of a bartender, in a Negro joint, and then of a client, who seems to 

be fingerman for a gang of jip artists and dope peddlers. Marlowe takes a tall amount 
of assault and battery as he defies the police and prowls on his own, with the help of 
a redhead. He follows the trail which leads from a bar to a seductive blonde to a 
spurious oceulist. to a graft-ridden California police set-up. High pressure, smart 


stuff - argot after the Remingway pattern - tough modern schocl. ‘Ware. $2.00 
October 8 
DuBois, Theodora DEATH COMES TC TEA houghton, Mifflin 


Dr. McNeill and his wife Anne are once more involved in a murder case which 
takes in their own circle of friends. Chemically interesting means of death dealing 
with small children used as operatives - and the battle on between justice and the 
McNeill's friendships. Chatty reading. $2.00 


October Q 
Dickson, Carter NINE - AND DEATH MAKES TEN Morrow 


Explosive crime probing by irascible H.M. as three deaths occur aboard the 
Edwardtc bound for the British Isles with a cargo of munitions, planes and nine pass- 
engers. Fingerprints at first murder belong to no one aboard; a second passenger goes 
overboard; an officer is killed during a faked submarine warning. H.M. demonstrates 
how the fingerprint flummery was done, lies doggo for the killer to attack - and be 


caught in the act. Wartime tension plus murder - 2 good recipe. $2.00 
October 17 
Brownson, F. W. NICE PEOPLE DON'T KILL Farrar & Rinehart 


Young widow Ames, a-summering, finds her new tenant letting her in for 
plenty of trouble by getting himself murdered. The ensuing investigation unearths 
motive involving her best friends, and the local sleuth is hard out to keep her out of 
further hazards. Another deader - a third attempt - and Mrs. Ames playing favorites, 
all confuse the issue. A faked play achieves its end, and it is all straightened out. 


Likable - in the chatty tradition of mystery romance. $2.00 
October 18 
Oellrichs, Inez MURDER COMES AT NIGHT Doubleday, Doran 


Matt of the Clover Dairy is not - emphatically not ~- one of my favorite 
detectives. But I didn't feel much sympathy for the corpse this time, for skinflint 
Leyden was better dead. All sorts of much more likable people - and some not so lik- 
able ~ are under suspicion, for everyone has something to gain. But Matt digs in, 
often where he has no business to be, and helps Morris solve the mystery. $2.00 


© Olsen, D.B. THE TICKING HEART Doubleday, Doran- 





Good encugh though fragile in the finish. California the setting for three 
deaths in the feud-riddled household of the Reybournes. An aunt disappears - one of 
the younger generation is killed - money is the motive for a touch and go tale. $2.00 
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Octéber 18 


Strange, Oliver SUDDEN TAKES CHARGE Doubleday, Doran 

Another episode in the saga of Sudden, whose lightning fists and guns al- 
ways conquer for law and order. As Sheriff of Welcome, he exposes the crooked rancher 
and a scheming lawyer in their efforts to boss the community, ruin neighbor ranches by 


rustling and bushwacking and exterminates them in the best accepted Western tradtition. 


Good average-plus. $2.00 


October 22 


Rhode, John IN THE FACE OF THE VERDICT Dodd, Mead 
Omniscient Dr. Priestley once again to the fore in showing Scotland Yard 
not only how two murders were done, but why and by whom. Suspicious proximity of the 
deaths of two brothers makes investigation necessary, and Priestley, indicating the 
lines it should follow, has Hanslet and Waghorn of the Yard bloodhounding for him to a 


successful conclusion. More bone and sinews of detection than covering flesh in the 


tales. $2.00 


= 


Bins 
October 28 


Dresser, Davis THE HANGMEN OF SLEEPY VALLEY morrow 


Another Twister and Chuckaluck adventure. These two are still on their way 
to an easy life south of the Border, but, as usual, they run into trouble, which good 
Samaritans that they are, they have to clean up. So another community finds peace and 
happiness through their courage, hard fists and fast shooting. Good grade, special 
appeal for Twister and Chuckaluck fans. $2.00 





Reilly, Helen THE DEAD CAN TELL Random House 


All kinds of amorous accords and discords get in play when love lies a' 
bleeding in the shape of a much hated, but very beautiful wife and extortionist. Her 
death, believed to be accidental, is investigated by meKxee + and leads him a fine whirl. 
Those involved - New York's rotogravure highlights, society and politicians alike, play 
Solution not wholly fair to reader, but a fast paced story, handled with velvet. 


mumMme 
(Note publisher shift. ) $2.00 
NON-FICTION 
MUST BOOKS 
October 14 
Nevins, Allan JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER Scribner 
* A two-volume life of one of America's greatest industrialists, the man who 


created the first great monopoly, the Standard Oil Company, the man whose name has be- 
come a byword, a man who has been scorned, derided, misinterpreted, made subject of 
scurrilous attack in press and in the courts - but who, in the last analysis, emerges 
as one of the world's great benefactors. This is not so much the story of the man | 
(though the whole is enlivened with frequent glimpses behind the austere mask, of hu- f q 
man bits concerning his family and his way of life); rather the story of a career; of ? 
titanic struggle to establish organization out of chaos; of the use of that wealth e 
to forward education, religion, philanthropy, science. The whole is told with objectiv- i 
ity, with a sincere endeavor to sift the truth from all sources, triendly and hostile. 


Interesting reading ~ a real contribution to American biography. Pre-publication, $3. 50 
post--$7. 50 

















August 15, 1940 Non-fiction - 388 - 


This May Make Headlines Thts Fall 
September 10 
Hacker, Louis M. THE TRIUMPH OF AMERICAN CAPITALISM Simon & Schuster 


* We reported this last March (see page 111 - bulletin of 3/1/40, when it was 
scheduled for May publication). It seems a good contribution to current backgrounds, 
building, as it does, sound bases for judgment on most problems today. A good book from 
which to start your own thinking - if you can digest the wealth of information contained 
in its pages. The author traces capitalism to its beginnings in the Middle Ages; dis- 
cusses the different phases, - mercantile, industrial, financial and state; he shows 

how capitalism achieved universal recognition through financial mechanism; how it-created 
division between groups that owned the instruments of production and those that had lab- 
or to sell. America offered, for a time, equal opportunity, but by 1904 that became a 
tradition and a dream. An excellent and exhaustive study of the rise of capitalism - 
and the fall of “equal opportunity for all", The author has marshalled his facts clear- 
ly, presented them cogently, and the result is a good economic history of the United 
States, with roots in Europe, which throws a new light on facts familiar under a differ- 
ent guise. The case is presented. The reader is his own jury, his own judge. Should 
meet a real need, and, in time, reach a wide market. $3.00 


Easy Markets to Reach with the Following 


A new Seabrook, WITCHCRAFT (Harcourt, Brace) Lives up to his reputation for engrossing 
reading; the Andre Stegfried, SUEZ AND PANAMA (Harcourt) is a timely reference book on 
a subject in the deily news; Ogden Nash is always a sure puller and his selected verse, 
THE FACE IS FAMILIAR (Little, Brown) should do it again; and for serious students of ec- 
onomscs, THE BOTTLENECKS OF BUSINESS by Thurman Arnold (Reynal & Hitchcock) is an im- 
portant book. See below for reports, 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS ~ Non-fiction 


September 2 
Fougera, Katherine Gibson WITH CUSTER'S CAVALRY Caxton 


This story of her mother, as told by the daughter of an Army officer who 
served with Custer, reveals the life of army posts with the 7th cavalry. Dakota in 
those days was a blend of gaiety and peril. Mrs. Gibson had premonitions about the 
battle-field which resulted in the Massacre, and her husband was not with Custer at the 
time, but she shared with other wives the period of suspense and horror. There is an 


idealized picture of Custer - lots of human interest - a friendly, human sort of book. 
$3.00 


September 5 


Seabrook, William WITCHCRAFT Its Power in the World Today Harcourt, Brace 


° Another engrossing unearthing of strange phenomena and strange figures in 
the field of black magic, Seabrook's lifelong obsession. He believes firmly that evil 


manifestations, the sole power of witchcraft as a whole, exist only in the field of sug- 
gestion, in the mind of man, conscious, or subconscious He exposes Satanism for what 


it is. His subject covers a wide range:- witch dolls, in Africa, France, London; primi- 
tive jungles and the haut monde; vampires and werewolves, with a fascinating tale of 
the Austrian Vampire of the 16 century; white magic, telepathy, - precognition, the Rhine 
experiments in extra-sensory perceptions; modern Cagliostros etc. A well - seasoned 
traveler explores hex-infested byways - and makes it good reading. $3.00 
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September 6 


Harcourt, Brace 





Du Bois, W.k. Burghardt DUSK OF DAWN 


This is subtitled "An essay toward an autobiography of e race concept". 
This would put off many who might be interested and moved by the very stirring story 
of the problem of the Negro race in terms of one man, himself a Negro, brought up in 
Massachusetts, who became a leader of his race, head of the N. A. for the Advancement 
of Colored People, and the editor of Crisis. His stand has been quite different from 
that of Booker T. Washington. He has fought for the right of Negroes to a cultural 
life of their own, and has reached the conclusion that it must be achieved through sep- 
aration and self-supporting society, within a society - an unpopular stand with many 


of his race. His philosophy and his own story make a moving record Beautifully writ- 
ten. €3.00 


/ 
Siegfried, Andre SUEZ AND PANAMA Harcourt, Brace 


Siegfried has done a more scholarly and penetrating job this time than he 
did in his disappointingly superficial Canada. nd he has chosen a subject that is 
teeming with interest for every student of world affairs today. The two Canals are 
"in the news" as has not been the case since their first amazing emergence. They are 
vital lifelines to international existence. Siegfried has searched into their history, 
their geography, the personalities that brought them into being, their importance in 
world traffic and world commerce. Implicit throughout is the problem of the Canals 
in the present conflict — proving grounds for armies, navies and air forces of the world. 


$3.00 
7 


‘Septemttr oo \ 


Davis, Frances MY SHADOW IN THE SUN Carrick & Evans 





She had wanted to be on a paper since she was thirteen years old. She got 
her chance to do foreign stuff for country papers - a slender thread - and she went to 
Paris. She had some letters, Edgar Mowrer gave her a hand up. Ed Taylor helps her, 
she gets into the thick of things, when, determinedly, she goes to the Spanish border. 
The virus is in her blood; she loves the strife and the uncertainty and the discomforts- 
and she translates that excitement and fascination for her readers. She gets into 
Spain; and she gets out and in again. Then she is invalided home - and the rest of her 
story is told from a hospital ward, while the war she wanted to share goes on. Good 
human interest. $2.75 


Santayana, George THE REALM OF THE SPIRIT Scribner 


This is the concluding volume in sixteen years' work on Realms of Being, 
which encompasses Santayana's philosophy. His disbelief in the reality of the meta- 
physical world and his insistence on his belief that the spiritual world exists in the 
beauty of the material world is an accepted tenet of his credo. Inspiration - ideal- 
ism spring from nature. He confesses himself intellectually a materialist, aesthetic— 
ally a humanist. The book is an integral interpretation of human experience, disci- 
pline of mind and soul towards the order he craves and demands. ye studies the func- 


tion of spirit, its internal economy. He is faithful to his belief in the fact of in- 
carnation. Through its inherent nature, spirit "introduces us into the spieres of 


truth or of essence, detaching us from each thing with humility and humour, and attach- 


ing us to 2ll things with justice charity and pure joy". Your market is Cclezrly de- 
$3.00 





fined. 
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September 10 


Carlson, Evans Fordyce TWIN STARS OF CHINA Dodd, Mead 


As official observer for the U.S» Navy, Carlson succeeded in seeing what 
went on behind the lines in China. He crossed the path of many familiar figures in Amer- 
ican and English journalism and American letters (Edgar Snow, John Gunther, Agnes Smed- 
ley, Freda Utley); he spent time with the leading figures in Chinese military and poli- 
tical circles. He traveled with the North Route Army, he lived within the Pifth War 
zone, he saw at close hand the leaders and members of the Kwangsi, the Kuomintang and 
the Communist groups. He analyzed the three forms the war would take, - active defense, 
guerilla warfare, and the final phase, after attrition had worn down Japanese offensive, 
and the cementing of conflicting forces within China had been completed, the populace ed- 
ucated to cooperative resistance, the problems of supplies and industrial life solved, 
He has great love for and faith in the Chinese as a race - and he presents them sympa- 
thetically. Watch for his lecture schedule ~- and link your displays and advertising 


accordingly. $3.00 
September 10 

Dinsmore, R. J. HOSS DOCTOR Waverly House 

* These memoirs of a country vet take us on another rustic excursion and a 


good one. Forty years a country veterinary among the hard-headed, soft—hearted New 
Englanders. It should have double appeal, - to those who like anything about animals, 
and to those for whom the scalpel holds fascination. Dinsmore is a plainspoken, hear- 
ty, hard-working man, with a great pride in his profession, a profession as vital to 
human welfare as to animal welfare. It is a 24 hour job with little return, but he 
loves it and writes with zest. He cites cases, tells anecdotes; he writes of work as 
dairy inspector as well as private practitioner; his dog hospital provides ood dog 
stories. A worthwhile job. $3.00 


September 13 


Dewey, John EDUCATION TODAY Putnam 


This is an admirable collection of speeches, papers, etc., issued over a 
long period, during which John Dewey has watched the theories he promolgated, far ahead ~ 
of his time, become basic tenets of American Educational practice. Some of the materi- 
al dates but is interesting historically; much of it has amazing vitality today; taken 
as a whole it formulates the soundest philosphy of educational theory and practice that 


Dewey is THE great name in education. He proves his theory that educa- 
He repeats from all 


$3. 50” 


can be imagined. 
tion is a process of living and not a preparation for future living. 


angles his plea for the social duty of ecucation, salvation of democracy. 


Gillen, Henry OF HOME AND COUNTRY putnan”/ > 
Gillen of the Boston Post has a New England audience that competes with 

He is the kind of poet that is clipped and filed for reference; a sort 

of people's laureate. He writes the right poem for the right day, whether it be Decor- 

ation Day, Mother's Day or Thanksgiving. His background and his spirit is essentially 


New England, but there are ex-Yankees the country over who should provide a market for 


this collection of his verse. Simple and understanding of simple things - homespun - 
$1.75 


heart-warming. 


Edgar Guest. 


September 19 


Paul W. DOCTOR IN ARABIA 
Remember the missionary doctor in Jerome Beatty's Americans All Qver? This 
is his story, pungently told, of 29 years in a country which was unfriendly, ignorant, 
antagonistic. Against all odds, he stayed on. This is the story of how a medical unit 
operates, of costs, equipment, staff and patients; of the cases and how they are treated; 
of local rulers, incidents, excitements... Good reading, with elements that should take 
it outside the field of doctors' books only, and have some plus sale for mission study 


Harrison, John Day 
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groups, as he has an interesting and intelligent slant on medical-missionary work. 
Ill'd. $3.00 


September 19 


Burckhardt, Carl J. RICHELIEU oxford 


A brilliant, objective, serious —- but not heavy - biography of Richelieu 
and his era, Richelieu the first great national statesman, the cool calculator who was 
to rescue France from a state of complete anarchy and exhaustion, and to introduce a 
new era, the era of the autonomous state. He cloaked his ends with his religious zeal. 
He manoeuvred his way through intrigue and cabals, and as main executive of the nation, 
he put France in a key position internationally. The long struggle between Louis XIII, 
awkward and mistrustful, and Marie de Medici; Richelieu as her personal adviser and la- 
ter as Cardinal, when she turned against him; Richelieu's part in unifying France, down- 
ing Protestartism, undermining foreign powers. He was a zealot, shrewd, cold, ingenious, 
and full justice is done him in a fine biography. Long life rather than quick sales. ail 
The Muir translation is a good one. Ill'd. $3.75 


September 2 Io 


Stong, Phil IF SCHOOL KEEPS Stokes 


A popular novelist turns his thoughts backward over education as he experi-~ 
enced it, and makes his own personal story a reflection of types and periods of educa- 
tion in this country. First the rural - or semi - rural school of his childhood; then 
a town high school; then Drake, with a year of post graduate work at Columbia. And in 
between and afterwards, experience in teaching in differenttypes of schools himself. 

It is colloquially and acidly done, he has no shibboleths, he does not hesitate to ex- 
pose clay footed idols. ke is blunt, virile, pretty raw at times. But he succeeds in 
giving an unusual picture of American schools - and revealing their shortcomings. $2.75 





MceKkelway, St. Clair Gossip The Life & Times of Walter Winchell Viking 


This material is an amplification of the New Yorker Profiles, a lively 
account with critical bias, which should serve to mow down Winchell's self-importance, 
but will probably inflate his ego further. His large radio audience, his column read- 
“ers, are a potential market, but only those who can take him with a grain of salt. For 
here is evaluation of one of our modern phenomena, the lowdown on his boasted accuracy, 
his scoops, the inside story of the man himself, the lack of personal privacy in his 
own life, his indifference to good taste, his demoniacal energy, his disloyalty to 
friends - and the mushroom growth of his popularity. The inside story of an American 
curiosity. $1.75 


September 23 


Glasscock, C. B. HERE'S DEATR VALLEY Bobbs—Merrill 


History and background book of Death Valley, the growth of its terrifying 
fame, the lure for explorers, the story of how borax became king and how it boomed and 
fell. Full of anecdotes, interviews, characterizations - from 1849 to the present. 
Good material, some of it of debunking nature, enthusiastically presented. Should have 


double market for "true Westerns" plus travel readers. Illustrated. $3.00 
Divine, A. D. IN THE WAKE OF THE RAIDERS & THE MERCHANT NAVY FIGHTS Dutton 
This sort of book makes you feel that England can't be beaten. It is the < 


record of the failure of the pocket battleships, terror of the seas a year ago; of the 
tramp steamers versus the German U boats; of six months raiding, ten years preparation- 
and failure. There's the City of Flint story; there are stories of the Deutschland, 
the Alcantara and the Rena, the Graf Spee, the Altmark and the Cossack, the gallant 
merchant ships and their amazing record of success. While there are such boats manned 
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by such men, Britain must live. For the nautical shelf primarily. Illustrated. $2.50 
September 23 


Phelps, William Lyon MARRIAGE Dutton 


A slim book, packed with the spirit, the philosophy and the essence of suc— 
cessful marriage as a beloved teacher and lecturer sees it. He places character and 
religion above all else - and expands his theme to prove his point. A book to call to 
the attention of his public everywhere; and to sell as a plus item all along the line, 

$1.00 


September 25 


La Farge, Christopher POEMS AND PORTRAITS Coward, meCann 


La Farge is best knewn for his narrative poems (Each to the Other was a 
book club choice). Here is a collection of his lyrics of men and places, family and 
friends, days and seasons, themes common to most, handled with a certain facility and 
naturalness and homeliness. But there is a lack of depth and originality, of profound 
emotion or intellect. Pleasant, but not outstanding, as is his narrative verse. $1.25 


af Geijerstam, Gosta NORTHERN WINTER Dutton 


The author of Northern Summer tells of life in the mountains during the win- 
ter, with men companions, hunting, drinking, spinning yarns, attending social gatherings, 
visiting. It has the same warm, simple, contagious spirit of place and people, though- 
with the wholly masculine atmosphere, it has more vigor than its predecessors. yt ends 
with the coming of the war to Norway. Translated by Joran Bierkeland. I1ll'd. $2.50 





Young, Hugh HUGH YOUNG: An Autobiography Harcourt, Brace 


As head of the James Buchanan Brady Urological Institute in Baltimore, Dr. 
Hugh Young has made a name for himself that insures interest in his book, not only 
among the members of the medical profession, but among the patients for whom he has per- 
formed modern miracles. This is medical personal history on a grand scale, a detached, 
sober record in sharp contrast to the more familiar chatty, kitchen-table antics of 
the private practitioner. Young traces his childhood, his education, his training for 
his profession; then his early years of pioneering in the genito-—urinary field. An in- 
sert, fully illustrated, is included which gives, for those interested, meticulous des- 
criptions of various ailments, operations and cures, in this field. A large part of 
his own story is concentrated on his war work, as he studied the problems of prophy- 
laxis against venereal disease, and won recognition from the bigwigs. On his return to 
America, his interest in benevolent work, in state legislation, in medical societies ex- 
panded steadily. The personal aspects of his life are incidental; this is first and 
last a specialist's autobiography. Probably an important book in its field, but it 
lacks the human spark that has made best sellers of some other doctors' books. $5.00 


September 27 
McGinley, Phyllis A POCKETFUL OF WRY Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


od From periodicals comes the light verse that make up this volume, some on 
topical subjects, some of specifically New York City background, personal idiosyncrasies, 
the usual catchall of versifiers. Herrhythms have a pleasant swing and her rhymes are 


often facile, without being forced. In the Fishback-Parker school of pleasantly tart 


verse. $2.00 
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September 27 


Moser, Edwa THE MEXICAN TOUCH Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
This doesn't pretend to be a social document on Mexico, but it has a live- 
ly feel of the country and the people as they appear in daily life. Superficial, per- 
haps, but attention to little things throws some light on larger aspects. In any case 
it is a thoroughly likable, human record of a year and more's stay in mexico. The au- 
thor, in order to go to summer school in yexico City, takes her three children with her, 
secures a tutor for them while she is in the capital, later they set up housekeeping in 
Cuernavaca, where they all learn adaptation to mexican life and social customs, through 
their servants and the friends they make. Those who liked wyexico will find it delight. 
ful. $2.75 


Douglas, William 0. DEMOCRACY AND FINANCE Yale 


James Allen has done a skilful job of selection and editing these address- 
es and public statements of William 0. Douglas, now of the Supreme Court, recently of 
the Securities and Exchange Commission. His written and spoken words reflect his own 
policies and beliefs:- he discusses the curse of bigness in this country, the laxness of 
laws, the modern trend towards regional development to offset this. He emphasizes a- 
gain and again the importance of protection of public interest, protection of investors. 
He shows the need for reorganization that underlay the establishment of the §.E.C. and 
the way in which it functions. He defines "the best government" as that "which reaches 
its stated objective with the least possible interference with business and finance". 

He explains the S.E.C. job as "Not an autopsy but reconstruction". He discusses holding 
companies and the need for supervision and control. He goes into the matters of munici- 
pal debt readjustment. He winds up by saying: "...the administrative agency is the mech- 
anism of democratic government whereby capitalism can discipline and preserve itself. 

It is equipped to meet business on business terms. It is in its infancy but it is 

here to stay. And its future development will in large part be molded by business." 

A book that has much meat for thoughtful discussion, by students of current problems. 


' ; 1ol4 $3.00 
Wright, Todd HOW AND WHEN TO BUY AND SELL SECURITIES Bobbs-Mmerrill 


This title is misleading, which is unfortunate, since the book is of real 
value and the author does, admirably, what he sets out to do. That is to write a pri- 
mer for the layman who does not know how the stock market works, how to appraise the 
figures, how to read the charts and the reports, where to turn for supplementary infor- 
mation. As financial editor of the Daily News (N. Y.) he is too cany to attempt to 
give a formula for buying and selling; his is no recipe for getting rich overnight. 

He goes into the mechanics not only of the New York Exchange and Curb Market, but of 


other markets; some of the data he givesus isa bit advanced for the market towards ae 

which the book is aimed. $2, 00 
Early october 

Seton, Ernest Thompson TRAIL OF AN ARTIST-NATURALIST Scribner 


This may have a certain nostalgic interest for the generation brought 
up on Wild Animals I Have Known and other near-classics in Thompson Seton's nature 


stories. This is the story of the life behind the stories, and much of the material 


that has gone into building the stories is suggested in this record. An early child- 
hood in Scotland; long years, at broken intervals in Canada, where he lived a fron- 

tier life;*experiences in the Northwest and the Southwest - and between times, peri- 
ods in the civilization of London and New York. The story is oddly lurid at times; 
there is almost a streak of cruelty - but much of it makes interesting reading, 


lustrated by the author. 


Il- 
$3, 75 
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October / 
Gramling, Oliver A.P. THE STORY OF NEWS Farrar & Rinehart 


The history of the great news gatherer, based on a swift survey of the pro- 
gress of news gathering from the first recorders to the present war. How newspapers 
began—- how news was collected and spread - the beginning of competition - the first eff- 
orts to combine for organized news service_and the effect on news of the telegraph, the 
cable - and the methods used by Bennett. personalities - human interest stories -world 
events and their effect on cooperative efforts and news. The organization of Associated 
Press and the high ideals and their application to war times and peace times. Good job, 
with ample detail on set-up, organization, mechanics of distribution, etc. $3.50 


Brown, John Mason BROADWAY IN REVIEW Norton 


Critical appraisal, with date lines of 1938-39-40 offerings of note, inter- 
spersed with general essays on various aspects of theater and acting. Musical and non- 
musical productions are assayed and given their rating at the time of their opening, 
in the pleasantly astringent style for which Brown is known. His opinions are incisive, 
allowing for no shoddy, and his comments entertain as well as educate. Good drama book-. 


shelf item, readable on current theatrical history. $2.75 
October & 
Kolden, Raymond THE ARROW AT THE HEEL Holt 


Holden is a poet to watch, stimulating both mentally and artistically, al- 
though his poetry demands a certain effort on the part of the reader. It is not ob- 
scure poetry, but it has a certain oblique quality, partly the result of a concentrated, 
economic style. The first part of the book consists largely of poems based on philo- 
sophical or metaphysical concepts, - the attainment of freedom through truth and knowl- 
edge, the impermanence of time and of man, the vulnerability of the individual, The 
second half consists of fifty sonnets, largely love poems. He is a careful artist; 
his poetry carries challenge. He is easier reading than many moderns. $2.00 


Vestal, Stanley KING OF THE FUR TRADERS — . Houghton, mifflin 
The Life and Times of Pierre Esprit Radtson 


A biography of the founder of the yudson's Bay Company, based on his own 
Voyages. Good 17th century pioneer material from an authentic source, well presented 
background for the active life of a man who, Indian trained, was his own press agent, 
an expert in his line, successful in his chosen career, a great explorer, a creator 
of a great business, a great organizer. He set the pattern which has lasted over 200 
years, concluded the treaty which brought the Indians under company control, chose the 
posts, and established one of England's pioneering ventures. Interesting reading, and 


ideally designed for true-adventure-—biography for men. Illustrated. $3.50 
October 9 
Ketton-Cramer, R. W. HORACE WALPOLE Longmans, Green 


Period portrait, this leisurely and gracious biography of Walpole, that 
amused and cultivated spectator of 18th century England, whose greatest importance 
today lies in his record of the social and political life he chronicled. His biography 
presents him in more kindly light than others have done, - urbane, genial, elegant, 
alternately politician, historian, letter-writer, author, antiquarian and virtuoso, 
fond of good books and fine arts, of conversation and the social amenities. This is 
the picture of a delightful eccentric, with appeal along the lines of The Young 
Melbourne, though at lower literary level. $3.00 
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October 13 





Aubry, octave THE SECOND EMPIRE Lippincott 

Aubry has a faculty for dramatizing and fictionizing history so as to make 
it readable, but inevitably he leaves one with a sense of there being a bit of play- 
ing with facts, coloring them for his own purposes. This is true once again in his 
story of Napoleon III, whom he sees as a much more sympathetic and able figure than 
history allows. Because of his name and delusions of grandeur, he went too far — on 
too little. But allowing for that, he accomplished a great deal for Paris as a city, 
and he extended France to new prestige. He engaged in unnecessary wars - the Crimean, 
the Italian involvements, the Mexican and Arabian fiasco ~ and Bismarck proved his 


Waterloo. But according to Aubry, he was a forward figure for his times, a definite 


personality. $5.00 P 


October 17 


Moore, Elizabeth C. AN ALMANAC FOR MUSIC-LOVERS Holt 


This is an oddity, for actually, while following the Almanac pattern of 
chronological arrangement, the author and compiler has managed to inject so much mis- 
cellaneous information about people, about music, about sources of terminology, about 
odds and ends of anecdotal character, that the book is a veritable goldmine of bits 
connected, directly and indirectly, with music. This feature, incorporated in the 
footnotes, plus the anthology of quotations from all sources, makes the book more in- 
teresting than the mere chronicalling of events connected with dates would indicate. 

$250 





October 18 
Newman, Horatio yackett MULTIPLE HUMAN BIRTHS Doubleday, Doran 


A doctor who specializes in the field of multiple births (twins, triplets, 
etc.), gives a popular-scientific account of the physiological-psychological inquiries 
and problems that arise concerning them. I found it very interesting. Basic biologi- 
cal facts are given; sociological importance; the hazards; the causes; the contribu- 
tion double experimentation has made to science, to psychology, to child training. 

On the lighter side anecdotes liven the record. There's material about oddities such 
as the Siamese twins - quintuplets - a good deal on the Dionnes. Very specialized but 
good of its kind. $2. 50 


Rippy, Fred J. THE CARIBBEAN DANGER ZONE Putnam 


This seemed to me an easier book for the general reader than Roberts' 
The Caribbean (see page 358). It is more timely, in its approach to the history of 
the Caribbean Islands from the angle of totalitarianism, of instability, of strategic 
importance to this country. The author surveys our policy towards these islands - 
and the Central and South American mainland, and defines our present policy as domin- 
ion, to the extent of preventing domination of other powers. He gives an adequate 
backgraundedf history and politics and economics; he analyzes Europe's share in shaping 
those policies; he puts less stress (and less space) on the permanent aspects of the 
subject than does Roberts, but keys his material to immediate consideration. $ar60 3.0 

October 202) 

Ellis, Havelock STUDIES IN THE PSYCHOLOGY OF SEX - 2 Vols. Random House 


The original seven volumes on which Ellis' fame largely rests have been 
made available at last for the general public in two volume form. The complete text 
is there; there is some change of order, to conform with Ellis' own wishes; there is 





Ps 
ie 
§ 
i 












August 15, 1940 Non-fiction - 398 - 


an introduction by Morris Ernst, tracing the changed attitude of the public towards sex 
and sex literature. These studies are a classic. The main thread is the study of nor- 
mal sexuality, not the pathological variants, and the abnormal is viewed in relation to 
the normal. The format is excellent. The volumes are not too bulky, thanks to thin 
paper; the binding is strong and good looking (in contrast to the text-booky drabness 
of the original edition). The paging follows the individual volumes, and the indexing 


follows each volume, with cumulative indexes at the end. A good job. $7.50 
October 22 
Crowther, J. G. THE SOCIAL RELATIONS OF SCIENCE Macmillan 


This is virtually a world history in terms of the place of science in world 
affairs, and the general identification of interests of science and society. The au- 
thor has studied the roles of freedom, of class interest of national ambition, of manual 
labor and other social influences in development of science, and has shown how science 
has been a determining factor in the destiny of mankind. Though there is no attempt to 
go into the details of the role science is playing in the war today, there is implicit 
in much of the modern material - and the future forecast - recognition of that element. 
The bibliographies, at the end of each section, cover scurces in many languages. $3.50 


eteber— iy u/ 


Nash, Ogden THE FACE IS FAMILIAR Little, Brown 
Selected Verse of Ogden Nash 


* Nash is a certain seller, and this is the cream of the crop of Mr. Nash's 
Daliesque rhymes - long and short, foibles and fads, people and things, books and news, 
babies and animals, limericks and birthdays, ete. and etc. Nash-gab at its best. Good 
selection of ear-torturing funnies, with all the Thurber-Benchley antagonisms to an ill- 


assembled world. And his public loves hin. $2.75 
October 286 
Gilbert, Douglas AMERICAN VAUDEVILLE Its Life and Times Whittlesey 


4 . 


This is a natural, for all the fans of vaudeville the country over. It has 
the earmarks of the kind of sale The Gdod Old Times has achieved, nostalgic yearnings 
based on sound research into personalities, features and facts of this typically Americ-. 
an development. An exhaustive study of vaudeville, from the socially unacceptable shows 
of early days to the nation's leading entertainment. Who were the artists, what their 
fame and why. Who helped clean up the shows. Practically everything is here:- theaters, 
managers, booking agents the country over, comics, dancers, singers, tumblers, critics, 
etc.,etc. It even includes the songs, the dialog and routine of some of the acts - 
and a few of the almost extant text for the impromptu shows staged by the principals 
themselves. There are histories, descriptions, estimates of headliners the importance 
of the contributions made by Albee, Keith, William Morris and others,the stranglehold 
of the U.B.O., the entering poison of talkies and radio, and the killing effect of five 
shows a day, culminating with the demise of the Palace. There are sidelights on stars, 
plenty of anecdotes. New York theatrical fans will love it, but the interest in vaude- 
ville far eclipsed the interest in straight drama in the sticks, so this should fima 
market, particularly among oldsters, the country over. Fully illustrated. The author 
was for years a dramatic critic; he knows his stuff. Today he does special feature 
and rewrite work on the World Telegram. $3.50 
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Add These to Your Sporting List 
Published 


Fisher, Morris MASTERING THE PISTOL Putnam 


The "Rifle Wonder" writes this time on the pistol, which he says he had to 
master himself before he could teach others. He proves that he was not a "natural" 
but had to practise and persevere, holding out hope for the average man or woman to be- 
come good on the range. he goes step by step with novice or coach, through each phase 
of training, and all the attendant problems. There's a somewhat ironic chapter for 
peacetime officers! both this and the previous book on the Rifle are excellent, in- 
expensive, informative. Get your local sporting goods stom to give you lists of state 
pistol and rifle clubs; find out which schools have training corps; check national 
guard lists. This should be of current interest, and borrowed stock (with credit card), 
borrowed medals from local enthusiasts, plus the books, will make a good display.$2.25 


October 15 
Stevens, Wm. O. PISTOLS AT TEN PACES Houghton, Mifflin 
This is the story of the code of killing, which reached its height in mid 
19th century America. Formalities and curiosities of the code, with regional varia- 
tions; famous duels; the cult of murder, based on bravado, fashion and public opinion. 
For those interested - here it is. But I should think it would be very limited. $3.50 
October 14 
Tunis, John R. SPORT FOR THE FUN OF IT Barnes 
A handbook of information on various sports such as archery, bowling, 


fencing, badminton, tennis, squash, etc., etc. Origin, background, equipment, play- 
ing area, official rules, bibliography. A reference book for libraries and clubs. 


$2.50 
And Two New Garden Books 
September y 
Quinn, Vernon SHRUBS IN THE GARDEN And Their Legends Stokes 


Mr. Quinn and marie Lawson have combined on previous books (Seeds, Leaves) 
but this is the most practical, and perhaps the most interesting. In alphabetical ar- 
rangement, the familiar shrubs (most of the old-fashioned ones, under old-fashioned 
names) are presented, with botanical facts, carefully blended with value in practical 
use, locality, description, and legends associated with them. I found myself taking 
notes on all sorts of things, and I'm promising myself some further investigations in 


the nearest nursery, for Connecticut favorites. $2.50 
October 8 
Clarkson, Rosetta E, GREEN ENCHANTMENT Macmillan 


Just the right kind of book for this time of year, when gardeners look 
with regret at falling leaves. Here is the chance to steep oneself in garden fra- 
grance, lore and beauty,to live again in the monastery gardens of the past, to learn 
the secrets of the herbs, and the culinary mysteries with which to delight the palate. 
The ideal Fall gift for the garden-hostess. And check for your Christmas list. Plus 
sale the author's previous book, Magic Gardens. $3.00 
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Brief Notes on Late Comers 


Allen, Ida Bailey TIME-SAVING COOK BOOK Rand, ycNally 


Popular lecturer-—broadcaster, who has developed the demonstration cooking 
methods over the air to the nth degree, here presents in compact, practical form, a 
selection of recipes, carefully checked for time, and a number of menus, also timed 
and linked to the recipes. Appetizing - good ideas - combines fresh and canned foods. 


(8/1) $ .25 
Langer, Wm. L. Ed. AN ENCYCLOPEDIA OF WORLD HISTORY Houghton, Mifflin 


From dawn of history to Second World War, in one handy reference volume. 
A handbook to help you read your morning paper more intelligently; sections on pre- 
historic, ancient and mediaeval history based on latest findings; modern history in- 
cludes economic and industrial aspects. Done in outline form, with dates, headings, 
etc., in bold face type for quick reference. Over 1200 pages - 33 maps - genealogical 
tables- index. (8/3) $5.50 


Geist, Roland C. BICYCLING AS A HOBBY Harper 


This for amateurs and experts - information on kinds of bicycles, equip-— 
ment, tours, clothes, places to ride. Short history of bicycle. Clubs. Racing. Rules 
and laws. First aid. Good handbook. The European tours seem to date it sadly! (8/21) 

$2.00 


xohler, Pauline THE WOMAN WHO LIVED IN HITLER'S HOUSE Sheridan House 


As lurid a piece of journaleseas I've seen. The inside story, as told by 
a servant, of Berchtesgaden, cesspool of tortures, perversion, erotica, etc. Intimate 
bits about Hitler and his guests - not nice at all, at all. No man a hero to his val- 
et - and this is as tawdry a bit as can be imagined. Serialized in Liberty, (8/22) 


$2.00 
Perry, Ralph Barton SHALL NOT PERISH FROM THE EARTH Vanguard 
* Here is no college professor's theoretical belief in democracy. Here, in- 
stead are "fighting words" - a challenge to all who believe in democracy to be ready 


to fight for it, to strengthen our forces, to meet force with strength. Government 

is seen as an instrumentality justified to the extent in which it functions to benefit 
those who live under it. Thoughtmust be disciplined, . lest the maws of totalitarianism 
devour us. We must toughen our fiber. We know our enemies. We must prepare our— 
selves. How far can we trust tolerance within our gates, how far extend civil liber— 
ties to their forces at work here? Grand companion piece to Mumford's Fatth for Liv- 
tng. (8/23) $1.50 


Chapman, Richard D. & GOLF AS I PLAY IT Carlyle House 


Sands, Ledyard Ed. 

This might be defined as a compilation of questions and answers on the most 
points of every amateur's golf game - the answers given by 28 amateur champions. The 
result is a composite picture of golfing experience, which should provide the aspirant 
with the sort of analysis of technique that should help his game (My game is the sort 
that would completely collapse with so much advice - but then it would be no loss). 
Pick your champion for size and weight nearest your own; then follow his advice for 
choice of clubs, hold, stance, play, and the details you want to know about, what club, 
when and how. There's an introduction by Grantland Rice. There's a gallery of cham- 
pions, with photographs and outlined record. And among them are such familiar names 
as Johnny Goodman, Ray Billows, Willie Turnesa, Reynolds Smith, Charlie Yates, T. S. 
Tailer, Fred Haas, Jr. and others. (8/23) $2.00 
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Late Comers, cont'd 


Arnold, Thurman W. THE BOTTLENECKS OF BUSINESS Reynal & Hitchcock 
* The author of Folklore of Capitalism lays the bogy of his bias against 

Big Business and for Labor, and proves that what he is against is anything that obstructs 
rather than constructs, whether that anything be Big Business or Labor conspiring to 
prevent free distribution of goods. His book is right in the financial page headlines; 
he calls a spade a spade, and gives the background of the whys and wherefores, of the 
operation of the Sherman Anti-Trust Act, in all its ramifications, a living force in 
today's business, in its effect on standards of living, wages, production, profits. His 
story goes back fifty years; his theory deals with the need of a free market for dis- 
tribution of goods in a democracy, whether at war or in peace. A challenging book with 

a here and now quality. Not quick nor easy reading, but rewarding. Men's market, chiefly. 


(8/23) $2.50 
Mumford, Lewis ‘FAITH FOR LIVING Harcourt, Brace 
* This follow up on Men Must Act takes up the cudgels again for sacrifice 


that will sustain the best things in our democratic way of life and thought. He sees 
the weaknesses of democracy; he accuses the Church, Capitalism, Liberalism for the love 
of ease and luxury that has brought blindness, and permitted the forces of evil full 
sway. Now is the time to appraise our values, to throw overboard the outworn. He be- 
lieves in the old-fashioned virtues; he knows they demand sacrifice, that truth, justice 
and love may triumph. An idealistic book, which at the same time is realistic. Con- 
servatives will feel he is iconoclastic; there will be hurt feelings on all sides. But 
fundamentally, he is demanding what we all want, a creed which sustains courage, and 


looks forward. (8/29) $2.00 
Tunis, John R. CHOOSING A COLLEGE Harcourt, Brace 


This book does a good many of the same things that the Lovejoy book does 
(So You're Going to College ~S & S - see page 241 for report). here is where it differs, 
There is less space given to reference material on colleges, the list is selective in- : 
stead of being all inclusive. The information about comparative costs is better organ- 
ized, and more practical for the average student, and possibly less emphasis is put on ‘ 
cutting costs, getting loans and scholarship, and self help, though there is enough of 
that for those who need it. Finally, the types of colleges are discussed as types, 
rather than as specific institutions, and the things by which comparative values are 
tested by parent and student are more accessible. Six types of colleges (state, muni- 
cipal, endowed universities, small private colleges, denominational and junior colleges) 
are studied. Then alternatives in the way of trade, technical and vocational institu- 


tions are discussed. Compendium of useful information for prospective student. (8/29) 
$2.50 


Chase, Stuart Addenda on IDLE MONEY, IDLE MEN Harcourt, Brace 


This book was reported - and starred - in the August first issue. Now 
comes a note from Dave Newberry of The Emporium, San Francisco. "I have not been an ad- 
mirer of Stuart Chase, but I think his new book is worth a good deal more than your note 
would indicate. His thinking as well as his writing has been very much improved by his 
inquiry into word meanings. Everything since lhe Tyranny of Words has been better than 
his earlier books. Jdle Money, Jdle Men, may prove to be an important book. Remember 
his A New Deal in 1932? ".... We reread our report. perhaps we were too definite 
and not sufficiently critical. Or commendatory. It happens that we agree with Chase's 
viewpoint about spending money to put men to work. We were interested in his analysis 
of the way business has learned to revolve their own funds. We realize that the pump 
priming point of view is not a wholly popular one. But we liked the book. Go to it! 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 
Carrick & Evans me 
Davis, Prances- MY SHADOW IN THE SUN— from 9/9 to 9/z% 389 
John Day 
Utley, Freda- THE DREAM WE LOST- from 8/22 to 8/29 316 
Doubleday, Doran 
Allen, H. J.-— VENEZUELA- from 9/86 to 10/4 243 
Connolly, J. B.- THE PORT OF GLOUCESTER- from 9/6 to 9/20 317 
Holbrook, R.- KATY'S QUILT (J)- Poxtponed to 9/6 274 
Stevers, Me- MIND THROUGH THE AGES- from 9/83 to 10/4 244 
Dutton 
Brooks, Van Wyck- NEW ENGLAND INDIAN SUMMER- Correct price $3.75 312 & 351 
Farrar & Rinehart 
Hammand, E. B.— THE ROAD TO ENDOR— from $/30 to 10/10 309 
Matschat, C. H.— PREACHER ON HORSEBACK- Definite date $/30 305 
Houghton Mifflin 
Falstaff, J.- JACOBY'S CORNERS- from 8/12 to 9/10 258 
Macrae Smith 
Thurman, H.- THE SWIFT HOUR- postponed from 10/14 to 1/?/41 348 
Morrow 
Vetter, E. G.— LET'S FLY-— Price from $2.00 to $1.50 353 
Putnam 
Brenner, Ae-—- YOUR MEXICAN HOLIDAY- from 8/28 to 9/? 294 
Simon & Schuster 
Keller, David- THE DEVIL AND THE DOCTOR— from 8/28 to 9/9 340 
Martin, Ben- ALFRED (J)- from 9/10 to 8/23 273 
Viking 
Sanderson, I.- ANIMALS NOBODY KNOWS (J)- Definite date 9/6 334 
THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR — SEPTEMBER ist to 15th 
September 3- Armstrong, M.- TRELAWNY (Macmillan) 112 
September 5— Bolles, Joshua k.- FATHER WAS AN EDITOR (Norton) 294 
Seabrook, William- WITCHCRAFT (Harcourt Brace) 388 
Sep powver"s— de Poncins, C.— KABLOONA (Reynal & Hitchcock) 290 
Siegfried, Andre- SUEZ AND PANAMA (Harcourt Brace) 389 
September Q- Nathan, Robert- A WINTER TIDE (Knopf) 357 
Warren, Lella- FOUNDATION STONE (Knopf) 282 
September 10-Christie, Agatha- SAD CYPRESS (Dodd, Mead) 289 
Dinsmore, R. J.-— HOSS DOCTOR (Waverly House ) - 390 
Hacker, Louis M.- THE TRIUMPH OF AMERICAN CAPITALISM (Simon & 
Schuster) 388 
Mackenzie, Compton- THE WEST WIND OF LOVE (Dodd Mead) 285 
September 12-Courlander, Harold- THE CABALLERO (Farrar & Rinehart) 282 
M Q7 Flexner, A.- I REMEMBER (Simon & Schuster) 223 
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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 
Baker, Margaret LADY ARABELLA'S BIRTHDAY PARTY Dodd Mead 


Lady Arabella and the herdsman's baby Betsy are a year old on the same day 
and look so much alike that in the excitement of the preparations for Lady Arabella's 
big party, the babies are mixed up, which, of course, leads to many complications. 

This has a quaint charm, and is amusingly told, if unimportant. Delightful silhouettes 


by Mary Baker. (9/10) $1.75 
Rogany, Elaine and Willy PETERKIN David Mckay 


The animated cartoon, Scrambled Eggs, was the basis for this story of the 
mischievous faun who paid back the birds by mixing their eggs, with dire results. 
Nonsense and an original story, but conservatives who aren't enthusiasts for the an— 
imated cartoon technique won't like the rhapsodized birds and nests, though everyone 
will appreciate the beautiful coloring and the fine reproduction of the 16 full-page 
illustrations in full color and the amusing blacks and whites. This is the first of 


a series about Peterkin's adventures. Picture book format, bound in boards. (9/16) 
$1.50 





Thorne, Diana PETER THE GOAT David McKay 


The author-illustrator's name is an open sesame for certain sales. The 
subject-matter of this modern parable is better keyed to adult appreciation than to 
children's, as she tells in 24 full-page drawings and brief text, the story of the 
goat who tried to reason with his fellows, and who found that he had to fight to keep 
the peace. Picture book format, bound in boards. (9/2) $1.00 


Young, Evelyn THE TALE OF TAI Oxford 


The author of Wu and Lu and 11 has given us another small Chinese charac- 
ter in a rather charming story in pictures and text, of the misadventures of little 
Tai at the fair on New Year's Day. The pictures in soft warm coloring, the beautiful 
type face and the general format (squerish, slightly larger than pocket book size, 


bound in cloth) make this a pleasing book, though not particularly original. (10/3) 
$ .75 


READ ALOUD BOOKS 
Gay, Romney PICTURE BOOK OF POEMS Grosset & Dunlap 


Romney Gay has a simplicity of technique that rescues his work from the 
charge of commonplaceness. His line drawings have a spontaneity that his color work 
lacks, and this book is chockful of line drawings, with gay sketches of children in 
action, illustrating the little poems. One's first impression is that the collection 
represents unimportant work of well known poets (chiefly comtemporary), but as one 
Studies the general quality and type of poem, one realizes that here is the sort of 
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collection needed to bridge the gap between nursery rhymes and children's classics. 
The subject matter touches familiar things in small children's lives. Good value ~- 

squarish book ~ board covers — clear color reproduction - good Jine work. (Published). 
$ .50 


FIRST STEPS IN READING Story Books 


Edwards, Florence Dunn MENINO Grosset & Dunlap 


Brazil is the setting for this story of a small country boy who wanted to 
earn money to buy a carnival suit to go to Rio. Through his activities one gets a pic- 
ture of the round of work and play in the hill country back of Rio de Janeiro. Some- 
times the introduction of factual content seems a trifle forced, but on the whole it 
has the ring of authenticity and reads well. Pictures are charming - a bit too "pretty” 
but very engaging. Drawn by Mary Hellmuth. Board covers. Published. $ .50 


Hall, Esther Greenacre MARIO AND THE CHUNA Random House 


A chuna is a bird of the Argentine which throws stones with its beak. 
Little Mario caught one and trained it ta throw pebbles to scare birds from the corn- 
field, but Tiro threw them at other things besides and was banished time and time again, 
by Mario's father. But when Tiro saved Mario's father's life in the earthquake it was 
a different matter. Mario's way of handling his father is not exactly admirable, but 
the Argentine setting is well done in both the story and the unusual pictures. Bound 


in cloth, (e4e- /o- = $2.00 
Henderson, Lima L. RESOLUTE David Mckay 
x I liked this very original story of the adventures of a little homemade 


boat, as it went by devious routes from child to child. The story interest and the vo- 
cabulary make it a good second year reading book. Pictures by Mary Alice Beistle not 
available at time of reading, but her previous work guarantees a good job in crayon. 
Remember Mr. Heinie?) Sketches on every page. Boards. (9/18) $ .50 


Heward, Constance AMELIARANNE KEEPS SCHOOL David McKay 


This is a better looking book (lots of pictures in full color by S.B, 
Pearse) than its predecessors, but I thought the story pretty incredible, even for 
Ameliaranne's vaunted prowess. The casual way in which the village school was run by 
one teacher -,and a boarding school at that - and the way in which that teacher left 
the school in Ameliaranne's hands would be greeted with skepticism by American children. 
Running heads in black and white are identical on every page of text - another feature 
that will come in for criticism. The color work is conventional but nice. (8/1) 

$1.00 


Lewis, Lorna PUPPY AND THE CAT Grosset & Dunlap 


Darling pictures by Lucy Dawson, pencil sketches reproduced on buff paper, 
give a special quality to this friendly story of Hodge, the cat (page Dr. Johnson's 
famous cat?), who was the brains behind the mischief for which Puppy was blamed. But 
they always managed to hold their own with the family until Ginger Kitten upset their 
applecart and got them into disgrace. They found a way out in the end. Good gift 
book for a youngster who wants a bit more than just pictures in a picture-story-—book. 
Vocabulary is a trifle mature for beginners ~- set at second and third grade level, 
though it could be read aloud to younger children. Has the look of a quality job of 
book-making, without quite the quick popular appeal of most of this group. (Published). 
$ .50- 
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BROWN THE BEAR Warne 





Samivel 


Another story by the author-illustrator of Rufus the Fox. The tale of how 
Brown Bear escaped time and time again from the villagers and Renard the Fox, with all 
ending happily when two of the village children treat him as a friend instead of chas- 
ing him, would be better if the manner of telling, in choppy prose that rhymes, were 
less sophisticated and elliptic. The blackness of the type and its varying sizes add 
to the impression of confusion. Difficult to read. Pleasant pictures. Boards. 


(8/15) 22.00 
Wallower, Lucille A CONCH SHELL FOR MOLLY David McKay 
* I loved this story of the little canal boat girl whose one ambition was 


to own a conch shell horn like Captain Tucker's, one of her friends of the Susquehanna 
Canal. The period is 1885 ~ the setting unusual, as it gives the young reader a pice 
ture of canal boat life, the locks, the village fairs, the daily round of activities, 
as coal is carried from the mines to the towns along the banks. Good story, well told, 
and illustrated by the author, who is better known as an illustrator than as a writer. 
There are ten pictures in full color, and lots of black and white. A book for the 
upper group of this age-group — third and fourth grade level. Regional interest for 
Pennsylvania as plus sale value, (9/18) $2.00 


Webber, Frank Martin PETER PAINTER ' David Mekay 


I've wondered when these stories, popular through the South where readers 
of Hollands Magazine have been enjoying them, would appear in book form. Now here are 
the first three, in a single volume, telling the adventures of the little elf with the 
magic paint pots, and how he helps brighten the world with his paints. There is Peter 
Painter and the No~Home Animals; Peter Painter and the Faded Pinafore, and Peter ° 
Painter and Timid Fawn. Fantasy with a realistic twist, well done, and illustrated 
by one of my favorites, Vera Neville. Good story teller material - read aloud —- or 
second and third grade reading. (10/1) $1.00 


FIRST STEPS IN READING Fact Books 
Duncan, Marian A PICTURE BOOK OF THE FARM David McKay 


This is a disappointment. The photographs are lovely, although they seem 
deliberately to catch the picturesque side of farm life rather than the realistic 
side. The text follows the adventures of two boys year-round on a Wisconsin farm, but 
there is a disjointed, episodic quality to the telling, that is occasionally sentimental. 
Book is uniform with Pueblo Boy. (9/2) $ .50 | 





Freeman, Ruth and Harry A. SPARKS AND LITTLE SPARKS Whitman 


Little Sparks says, "How can electricity light and do so much when we can't 
see it?" Sparks the electrician takes him to visit a generating plant, tells him how 
electricity works, shows him how a house is wired, and helps him wire his own play- 
house. A good idea, spoiled by lack of clarity and conciseness; material badly organ- 
ized; style jerky. Illustrations by Robert N. Blair, weak. $ .75 


STORY BOOKS FOR THE g - 12's 





Angelo, Valenti PARADISE VALLEY Viking 


* Valenti Angelo, has outdone himself - this time with a story of a little 
American boy —- Mexican till very recently - who lives in a caboose in southern Nevada, 
at a tank where the Limited stops for water. The action is all contempoary. As real 
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a story as can be — and the Nevada setting, and Pedro's American friends and Mexican 
family and friends, especially his uncle, are just as beautifully done as you would ex- 
pect. A grand book. Illustrated by the author - pictures not available at time of 


reading, but they can be counted on 100% Junior Literary Guild. (10/11) $2.00 
Enright, Elizabeth THE SEA IS ALL AROUND Farrar & Rinehart 
* The winner of last year's Newbery Award writes a charming story about ten- 


year-old Mab from Iowa, and the winter and spring spent with Aunt Belinda on Pokenick 
Island off the New England coast. Nothing much happens, but nothing needs to, because 
the children and their doings and their conversation are so entertaining and so spontan- 
eous. Illustrated by the author. (10/10) $2.00 


Gates, Doris BLUE WILLOW Viking 


The blue willow plate that had belonged to her grandmother was about the 
only beautiful and stable thing in Janey Larkin's life - to it she clung as her father 
and stepmother moved from place to place following the crops like the other pickers. 
She is overjoyed when at last they can live up to the blue willow plate by settling 
down —- in a real house with a real school to go tos Not original or outstanding, but 
a pleasant story, with its setting of the San Joaquin valley very well handled, and 
the people made very real. By the author of Sarah's Idea, Illustrated by paul Lantz. 
Junior Literary Guild. (10/11) $2.00 


NINE TO TWELVE - Fiction 
Govan, Christine Noble SWEET POSSUM VALLEY Houghton, Mifflin 


Nobody is doing better Southern plantation story telling than Christine 
Govan. The period, in this new book, is post-War Between the States; the setting, a 
plantation not far from Chattanooga, where Emma and Grady and their bevy of young cous- 
ins have a great and glorious vacation, with plenty of adventure, as they and their 
little colored playmates make the most of the summer months. Southern dialect makes 
it hard reading for Northern children, though the story carries. (10/29) $2.00 


Lockwood, Myna THE VIOLIN DETECTIVES oxford 


This is a sequel to yacaron1, and is once more a story of the Italian-Ameri- 
can lad whose father was a fiddle-maker and repairer, and who longed to be part of the 
gang of boys in the big American city to which he had come to live. This time the 
story revolves around the loss of a piece of a valuable broken fiddle, and of how the 
boys turned detective and eventually found the piece. As a story, it is somewhat anti- 
climatic; as a good background book on the making of fine violins, it has a good deal 
to recommend it. Pictures by the author are in near-caricature style, with a good 
deal of humor. Reproduced in color and line. (10/3) $1.00 


Mulliken, Sarah E. THE VOYAGE OF THE ANNA SMITH Bobbs Merrill 


The Lynde twins, Phoebe and Lucia, sail in 1861 from Newburyport with mother, 
father, and brother on their father’s ship. Their voyage lasts three years, during 
which they go round the Horn, visit the Galapagos and Sandwich Islands, Honolulu, Sitka. 
For two years they are ice-locked in the Behring Strait. When they are in the Indian 


- Qcean en route home, they are captured by the Confederate ship Alabama, put off ina 


small boat, are shiwrecked, rescued by an English ship, and eventually return to New- 
buryport via Liverpool. The life aboard ship 2nd the many adventures will interest 
younger children in this group, though the telling is a bit stilted and the latter part 
of the story quite improbable. Excellent pictures and map end-paper by Jessie Robinson. 


(8/31) $2.00 
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Tallant, Edith DAVID AND PATIENCE Lippincott 


Ten-year old David and his sister Pashy are determined to find their father, 


a Newfoundland fisherman lost at sea some time before. David makes several attempts 


to stow away on ships, but finally promises Dr. Grenfell to stay home instead and 

help his mother till Christmas at least, At Christmas his father returns, Dr. Gren- 
fell having restored him to health at the Mission after his terrible experience. A 
slight story with a rather weak plot, but nevertheless warm and human, and interesting 


because of the Grenfell angle, although not much of a picture of Sir Wilfred as a per- 


son. Good picture of Newfoundland life. Illustrated by Dorothy Bayley. se 
at” 


Williams, Ursula Moray PETER AND THE WANDERLUST Lippincott 


An English story about how Peter and his father, the Painter, discovered 
a battered but workable 1902 model car which they christened the Wanderlust, and how 
it led them into a strange mystery. Peter was mostly responsible for leading the fa- 
mous American collector of old cars to the person who had been cheating him and had 
been trying to steal the Wanderlust. An entertaining if slightly improbable story, 


and the trials of the Wanderlust in two English races will fascinate boys. Illustrated 
by Henry C. Pitz. (10/3@) $2.00 
Wilson, Eleanore Hubbard WITHIN THE GATES OF OXFORD Dutton 


The story of a twelve-year-old girl and her nine-year-old brother in oxford 
in the time of Queen Elizabeth. They meet Sir Walter Raleigh, and their father, at 
Raleigh's request, carves a beautiful box which they themselves, in Raleigh's absence, 
present to the Queen when she comes to Oxford. A little too saccharine and "costume-y", 
though a fair picture of Elizabethan times. Girls will like it better than boys will. 


Illustrated by the author. (8/26) $2.00 
FACT BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 22's 
Law, Major Bernard FIGHTING PLANES OF THE WORLD Random House 


The modern fighting planes of 15 nations - United States, France, Great 
Britain, Germany, Italy, and also China, Finland, Spain, etc. Brief discussion of 
each nation's general standing, plus clear, concise, practical description of the lead- 
ing war planes of each. Illustrated with color photographs of most of the planes and 
with several full-page drawings in color of fighting planes in action. Some of the 
colors in the photographs are pretty crude, but the book is well-done on the whole and 
will fill a demand. Adults will read it too - in fact, its range is wide both up and 
down from age classification. Foreword by Major Al Williams. Boards. (8/14) $1.00 


SEE HOW WE WORK Grosset & Dunlap 


Lilienthal, Sophie 
The Picture Story of Production 


* This is a honey, one of the best things of the kind I have seen. In fine 
photographs, especially selected for the purpose, there is told the story of industri- 
alization of raw products. Wheat and cotton and ore come from the earth; food and 
clothing and machinery and building materials and fuel and power are produced. Work-— 
ers on the farm, workers in the mines, workers in industry make their contribution 

and transportation facilities carry the finished goods to us. The author did another 
Similar book on transportation, Satls, Wheels, and Wings. Sell the two as a unit for 


plus business. This book should be a good library and school item, in spite of board 
$ .50 


covers. (Published). 
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Peet, Creighton THIS IS THE WAY WE BUILD A HOUSE Holt 


* This is a natural, particularly for the army of small boys (and to a lesser 
degree girls) who are fascinated with building operations, whether their own homes, or 
neighboring buildings. Here is a book to answer the questions that parents are often 
unable to cope with and that outsiders won't bother to answer. From blue print to fin- 
ished house, successive steps are explained in clear, concise text and excellent photo- 
graphs, taken for the purpose. Incidentally, any adult not actually in the business 
will find this informative and interesting, as modern developments in building construc- 
tion are naturally included. (9/18) $2.00 


FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Fictton 
Bronson, Wilfrid S. CHILDREN OF THE SEA Harcourt Brace 


A betwixt-and—between book which could also go in the higher levels of the 
g-12's, for the bare bones of the story are simple, but length and vocabulary more dif- 
ficult. The first part of the book takes up the life of a young dolphin, how Tursiops 
learns to take care of himself in the journey from Florida to Newfoundland waters to 
the Bahamas. The second part goes back a little to tell of the childhood of a little 
black boy in Nassau who has spent so much time in the water since before he was able 
to walk that he is half fish himself. In the third section, the little boy finds 
Tursiops, who is resting by a Nassau wharf, torn and bleeding from a battle with sharks. 
The boy takes care of him, they become friends, and dive and swim together. A could- 
happen sort of story, packed with information on ocean creatures. Beautifully illus- 
trated by the author. (10/3) $2.00 


Craine, E. J. EVERMAY RANCH David McKay 


This is probably an authentic enough picture of yontana ranch life, but 
it is artificial in plot structure, sentimental and amateurish. The story of an un- 
wanted orphan who finds parents and brothers and a perfect home when she is sent out to 
a distant cousin's ranch, because all the closer relatives have good reasons for not 
wanting her. There is plenty of incident in her first year of ranching, and she comes 
off with flying colors at every test of character. (9/2) $1.50 


McDonough, Marian McIntyre THE RAILS PUSH WEST Penn 


The building of the Santa Fe, and the deadly rivalry between it and the 
Denver and Rio Grande, is the background of this adventure story in which Trudie and 
her father's Mennonite ward, Katie Kxaffer, get their sixteen year old lives entangled 
with the development of the railways. Daughter of a chief engineer on the Santa Fe, 
Trudie, the reckless tomboy, gets into all sorts of ticklish situations, put eventually 
is the winner of a victory for the Santa Fe. There is plenty of melodrama, but one 
does get the drama of the railroads, though hot as significant a picture as there should 
be of the part that railroad expansion played in the development of the country. 


(10/15) $2.00 
Meader, Stephen CLEAR FOR ACTION! Harcourt Brace 


You can always count on Stephen Meader, and as usual he turns out a good 
yarn in this story of a Maine boy, Jeff Robbins, who in 1812 goes to sea in a cargo 
schooner bound for Havana, is impressed as a seaman on a British frigate, sees several 
battles, escapes with a comrade to an uninhabited Caribbean isle, finds treasure, is 
lost on the open sea, and is picked up and brought back to the States by an American 
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Well told, realistic adventure with plenty of history, though with a pro- 


schooner. | 
Illustrated by Frank Beaudouin. (10/3) | $2.00 


American slant. 
Meek, major S. Fe GUSTAV, SON OF FRANZ Penn 
Melodramatic story of how a lieutenant in the Military Intelligence Divi- 
sion of the U. S. Army in Panama, together with a splendidly trained Dobermann pin- 
scher, Gustav, save the canal locks from being blown up by an enemy power. The de- 
tective work by the dog is fascinating, and the setting would be interesting, but is 
overshadowed by the ridiculous melodrama and the mediocre writing. Illustrated by 


Jacob Bates Abbott. (10/18) $2.00 
Sawyer, Ruth YEAR OF JUBILO Viking 
* More about Lucinda of Roller Skates. Her father has died and the family 


goes to Maine to spend a year in the summer cottage which is all they have left. 
Lucinda learns to cook ~ that is all she is considered capable of doing, while her 
older brothers take on the job of earning a living for them all. But at the end 
Lucinda, temper and all, has earned the right to be "one of the Wymans," not a tag- 


along. A grand, human story, beautifully written, with lots of humour, and breathing 
the salty, foggy air of Maine. Illustrated by Edward Shenton. (10/11) $2.00 


Waite, Helen Elmira BOLD OF HEART Macrae Smith 


The awkward disappearance of a Revere silver bowl involves the Herriok 
family, especially young Steve, in an unpleasant situation. Elen Herrick, a cousin, 
unable to walk because of a recent accident, comes to stay with the family in the midst 
of all this. It is her inspiration that leads to the discovery of the bowl and the 
clearing of Steve's name. Story is also concerned with Elen's lezrning how to walk 
again, but only in the face of an emergency. Well-written, but plot aistinctly skimpy. 


Illustrated by Jean McPherson. (10/24) $2.00 = 
TWELVE TO FIFTEEN - Fiction 
Wormser, Richard TREM MCRAE AND THE GOLDEN CINDERS David McKay 


‘ Good adventure story, though it stretches the imagination a bit, with ac- 
counts of mysterious treasure hunting via airplane, of asbestos diving suits for trips 
into the heart of a volcano ina far-off island of the Pacific. There's a villain - 
and his associates - to make it extra thrilling, and Trem McRae, sixteen and an Eagle 
Scout, and his fat friend, manage to be in on the whole expedition and to distinguish 
themselves from start to finish. (9/2) $1.50 


FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Non-fiction 
Giles, Nell SUSAN, BE SMOOTH! Hale, Cushman & Flint 


A handbook of grooming for young girls. Good sensible advice on care of 
hair and skin, grooming in general, diet, make-up and clothes. The material is good, 
what there is of it (there could be more about clothes). The format is attractive, 

a little on the sophisticated side, though the content is not sophisticated. A good 
if not outstanding addition to the books on this subject. Nice illustrations by 
Winifred Coffin. (8/ ) $1.00 


Leyson, Captain Burr AMERICAN WINGS ~ New 1941 Edition Dutton 


New edition with up-to-the-minute information about tactics of modern dive 
bombers, new plane models, etc. Foreword by Capt. Eddie Rickenbacker. 8 new photo- 


graphs. (8/5) $2.00 
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Mack, Effie Mona, and OUT STATE NEVADA Caxton 


Sawyer, Byrd Wall 


A basic text in Nevada history. It deals with the geography and physical 
history of the state, with the Indians who first inhabited it, the coming of the white 
man, exploration of Fremont and others, early settlement, ranching, mining, other in- 
dustries, their growth and present status, political history, etc., etc. Very complete 
and illustrated with numerous maps and photographs. It is, however, static, and pret- 
ty dry for general reading. (8/30) $3.00 
Young, Stanley YOUNG HICKORY Farrar & Rinehart 

A story of the youth and boyhood of Andrew Jackson from the age of 12, a 
year before he fought the Redcoats and went to Camden prison, up to the age of 24, 
when he was a young frontier lawyer, married and already making a name for himself. 
Well written, with a feeling for the Tennessee countryside and the people, and Andy 
comes through a very real person. Excellent illustrations by Robert Fawcett. Worth- 


while. (10/10) $2.00 


FIFTEEN AND UP - Fiction 
Emery, Re Ge WINGS OVER WEST POINT Macrae Smith 


* Football, aviation, military secrets and spy scares, all enter into Don 
Moore's first two years at the Point. This is on the old familiar pattern - Don is 
caught out of bounds and so sacrifices his position on the squad on the eve of the 
big game, but is later reinstated with fanfare, when it develops that he has been the 
means of saving a new secret bomber from enemy spies. pretty unlikely when you come 
to think about it, but a darned good yarn all the same, authentic as possible under 
the circumstances, with splendid characterization, very well written. Illustrated by 


Harry Deitch. (10/}4) $2.00 
~v| 

Kummer, Frederic Arnold COURAGE OVER THE ANDES Winston 

° An historical novel for older boys, dealing with pan-American relations in 


1612. Dick Weatherby, sailing on a whaling vessel bound for South American waters, 
joins another American youth who is working for Chilean independence from Spain. 
There's opportunity for a varied picture of the Americas of this period, from young 
New York life in South America, from whaling to general welfare on sea and land. It 
is an enthralling story, with a plot well-handled and historical material well worked 
in, but there is ‘too much flag waving, intended to inspire young America with the im- 
portance of defending our political ideals, the Monroe Doctrine in the making. [I1l- 


lustrated by Armstrong Sperry. (10/1) $2.00 
Meigs, Cornelia CALL OF THE MOUNTAIN Little, Brown 
” A story of a 19-year-old Vermont "charity boy" at the end of the last cen- 


tury who with the help of staunch friends solves two great problems by coming to terms 
with an enemy and by learning how to wrest a living out of a mountain property, and 

so arrives at inward peace and security. A good, straightforward story with good values, 
with a feeling for the Vermont country and its people. (10/2) $2.00 


Nelson, Rhoda THIS IS FREEDOM N—G Dodd, Mead 


The story of = young boy with the Mormons on their trek towards Utah in the 
late 1840's. The background is not nearly so well dealt with as it deserves, and Thad's 
adventures are too many, his escapes all hairbreadth, with the result that the book 
reads too often like a pulp serial and the underlying theme - the maturing of the ego- 
centric Thaa ~- misses fire. Illustrated by the author. (9/10) $2.00 
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FIFTEEN AND UP - Non-fiction 


Baer, Marian E. RAIN OR SHINE: The Story of Weather Farrar & Rinehart 
A useful book, with not only the basic facts about climate and weather, its 

whys and wherefores, about winds and ocean currents, about mysteries of the arctic re- 

gions and volcanoes, about changes in climate and the science of weather, but also an 

odd collection of bits of information that it is fun to have tucked away for the mo- 

ment when one shines by reflected glory in the knowledge of strange facts. I found 

it interesting reading and at no time written down for younger readers. (10/17)$2.00 


Dean, Sidney W. HE FOUGHT FOR FREEDOM Macrae Smith 


* Here's a Boys! Life of Ethan Allen, and a good job. The Holbrook &than 
Alien has inspired fresh interest in this dramatic figure of the days when our country 
was in the making, and older boys have seized upon it avidly, given the chance. But 
some parents — and most librarians - have felt it pretty strong meat, and wished for 
the substance in less lusty form. Here is the answer, a biography which gives the 
story and portrays the man as the virile, intensely human, naive, egotistic patriot 
with a touch and more of the stutf of which heroes are made. Illustrated by Manning 
de Ve. Lees , (10/14) $2.50 
> | 
Hawthorne, Hildegarde CONCORD'S HAPPY REBEL Longmans 
Henry David jYhoreau 


7 A sympathetic, readable, penetrating story of Henry David Thoreau which, 
like other biographies by this author deserves a place on anybody's bookshelves. It 
begins with Thoreau's parents and childhood, and carries the story through to his death 
in 1862. A fine picture not only of Thoreau, his greatness and his limitations, but 
also of Emerson, Channing, Alcott, and the others, and of the character of the New 
England of the times. Mllustrated by W. Merritt Berger. (9/18) $2.00 


BOOKS FOR USE BY PARENTS AND TEACHERS 
Cole, Natalie Robinson THE ARTS IN THE CLASSROOM John Day 


A splendid, eminently usable book, iurtended for teachers, but valuable 
for parents too - on how to release the creative impulse in children. The author, a 
teacher in the Los Angeles public school system, obtained remarkable results with her 
pupils in painting, clay work, block printing, rhythmic dancing and creative writing. 
The book is especially practical, and comforting, in that it shows how and why encourage- 
ment and sympathy, rather than special knowledge of arts and crafts, are the important 
factors in teaching children to create. 16 excellent photographs of the children and 


their work by C. K. Eaton. (9/5) $1.75 
Gardner, Horace J. LET'S CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS Barnes 


Carols, poetry, stories, plans for parties with games and recipes for things 
to eat, legends, plays, customs, schemes for Christmas decorations. The recipes sound 
good, the selection of carols is excellent, the poetry is well-chosen, and the descrip- 
tions of how Christmas is celebrated in other lands are interesting. However, the pres- 
entation, and much of the material itself, is on the stodgy side, and I feel this sort 
of thing has been better done. Illustrated by Edna Potter. (10/14) $2.50 


REPRINTS AND INEXPENSIVE JUVENILES 


Rand McNally Ten Cent Books - Seven New Titles 


(1) Donahey, William - Four more volumes of adventures of the tiny people - text and 
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pictures both good. 
ADVENTURES OF THE TEENIE. WEENIES 
DOWN THE RIVER WITH THE TEENIE WEENIES 
THE TEENIE WEENIES IN THE WILDWOOD 
THE TEENIE WEENIES UNDER THE ROSEBUSH 


(2) Jones, Mary Alice - STORIES OF THE CHRIST CHILD. Illustrated by Lucia Patton 


*(3) Wise, W. E~. - YOUNG EDISON. Excellent. 
(4) Lantz, Walter - ANDY PANDA GOES FISHING. Technicolor cartoon story. 
ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS - Fiction 
Sinclair, Harold WESTWARD THE TIDE Doubleday, Doran 


Good historical fictionized biography of George Rogers Clark, as told by 
Clark's one time aide. The foolhardy and heroic gesture of Clark's little band and 
their wilderness trek from Fort Pitt to Vincennes which secured the Illinois country 
for the Colonies. The redoubtable Clark is pictured with his strengths and weaknesses ~ 
a romantic figure - and it is a rattling good yarn. For full report see Page 345, 


6/1/40 bulletin. (10/4) $2.75 


ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS - Non Fiction 
Emans, Elaine V. ABOUT SPIDERS Dutton 


A book about spiders, packed with information, little known facts, presented 
in a not too scientific way. Good nature book with drawings and photographs, valuable 
as a "field guide.” (8/5) $2.50 


Freeman, Ira M. INVITATION TO EXPERIMENT Dutton 


An attempt to interest people in physics by simple experiments illustra- 
tive of physical laws. Too often the laws themselves are not made clear, nor will this 
book answer the “why?” of a boy or girl. A child old enough to be interested in this 
sort of book can get better and more satisfying knowledge from his physics textbook. 
Adults, however, should find this book provocative and interesting. Illustrated with 
photographs and line drawings. (8/27) $2.50 


Rainier, Peter M. MY VANISHED AFRICA Yale 


African adventure - covering 30 years from the Boer War to the years follow- 
ing the last World War. The author hunts diamonds, gold, rubber, wattles, ivory; he 
joins the African fight against local Germans, he catches gold thieves, he runs a2 tin 
mine and loses his wife and the baby in the flu epidemic. It's a lively, colorful, and 
definitely not sissy book of white men, natives and odd characters. For full report 


see Page 391, 8/1/40 tulletin. (9/27) $2.75 


Tunis, John R. SPORTS FOR THE FUN OF IT Barnes 
A Handbook of Information on 20 Sports, Including the Official Rules 


A handbook of information on various sports such as archery, bowling, fenc- 
ing, badminton, tennis, squash, softball, baseball, skating, etc. Each sport is pre-. 
sented under Origin and Background, Equipment, Playing Area, Official Rules, and Biblio- 
graphy. A good reference book. It is well to remember, however, that Official Rules 


have a way of getting out of date quite rapidly. Illustrated by Johan Bull. (10/14) 
$2.50 





